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ABSTRACT 


COXHON  REFERENCE:  Monte  Altuzzo  (September  19^^) 

TYPE  OPERATION:  Offsnsive^  Deliberate  Attack,  Mountain 

W 

OPPOSING  FORCES:  American:  5th  US  Army 

11  Corps 

85th  Division 

337  Regimental  Combat  Team 

338  Regimental  Combat  Team 

339  Regimental  Combat  Team 

.  91st  Division 

363  Regimental  Combat  Team 

German :  Uth  Parachute  Division 

12  Parachute  Regiment 

2d  Battalion,  Grenadier  Lehr  Brigade 
10th  Parachute  Regiment 


SYNOPSIS:  In  September  19^**»  the  Fifth  US  Army,  as  part  of  a 

coordinated  effort  with  the  British  Eighth  Army,  launched 
an  offensive  against  the  German  Gothic  Line,  in  the 
Appennines  Mountains  of  North  Central  Italy.  Not  wanting 
to  assault  the  heavily  defended  key  terrain  of  the  Futa 
Pass,  the  II  Corps  decided  to  outflank  it  by  taking  the 
II  Giogo  Pass  to  the  east.  The  91st  Division  attacked 
to  seize  the  high  ground  to  the  west  (Monts  Monticelli) 
while  the  85th  Division  attacked  Monte  Altuzzo  on  the 
east.  Although  elements  of  both  divisions  were  involved, 
the  battle  was  primarily  a  reglmental>sized  fight,  with 
most  actions  involving  platoon  or  squad-sized  manuever. 
After  an  ardous  and  often  confusing  fight,  Monte  Altuzzo 
was  seized.  This  victory  was  the  initial  breach  in  the 
Gothic  Line,  and  opened  the  way  for  continuing  the 
attack  northward  to  the  Po  Valley. 
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I.  IMfRODUCr  J.OM  TO  THE  BATTLE  OF  MONTE  ALTUZZO 


The  battle  of  Monte  Altuzzo  occnred  in  mi d -September  1944. 
Slid  was  the  first  breachino  of  the  Gothic  Line  by  i.L£.  forces 
The  U.S.  5th  Army's  II  Corps  captured  the  IT  Gi oqo  Pass  bv 
sccuf  ;i  nq  Monte  Altuezo  and  tfie  adioininq  heights. 


A  number  of  sources  of  information  about  the  battle  are 
a-ailable.  A  bi  b  i'l  i  oqr  aptiv  is  listed  at  Anne;-;  A.  The  primarv 

source  was  the  book  Three  Eiattles;  Arnaville,  Altu.zzo  and 

=i)i::hm  I  rit  .  bv  Charles  D.  MacDonald  and  Sidney  T.  Matthews. 
iTa>:t,)ona  1  d  wrote  the  portion  on  Altuzzo  based  upon  his 
iriterviews  with  participants  and  retracinq  the  battlefield. 
His  account  provides  an  extremely  detailed  analysis  of  the 
:i.ittle.  It  is,  how€?ver ,  the  only  source  our  qroup  could  find 
•li  icli  detailed  the  battle  itself,  and  it  does  not  provide  much 

i  ! .  Aarma  H  on  about  the  events  leaclinq  up  to  T  he  battJe,  the 

■’nefiiv  si  i  llation  and  other  pertinent  matters. 


i::'i  I  soni  ces  could  be  found  wtiich  dealt  wiTli  lira  nniTc; 


t'i;'M  iCiaTina  tiie  assault  on  Monte  Altn- 


T  lvi?  b  a  1:  i;.  I  s'  '-.la  v- 


?  •  '  .'1  ;  I'.. 


a  oqi  ment  a !  -sized  ■*' j  qht and  most  ci’f-irial 
accounts  of  tlie  oeriod  nive  it  little  irat.a,,  '.'olnmo 


iff.  '■•’  h  Af  Ml  M  i.  storv  .  and  Cassino  lua  tlae  Alos  Ij  Lrnesf  f  . 
T  i  slii:?i-  vi'o  s  tr  ai  qfit -forward  accounts  of  tin?  Italian  amp  .ai  qii 
aniJ  f rt  o I  de.i  qood  qeneral  information  about  the  tjothic  Liiie 
iV  s  :  1 1  I , ,  iji  1 1  fit  11.;*  ^  til  .a  k  o  on  I  p  -a  s-s  i  n  q  ,  e  '•  ei-  t-inc  '-.i  f  i  j  1 1-|  c-  i !  a  •'  *' .!  e  o  i 

it  *:  i  (  I*  '  t  i !  i  ^  I :: 


Ti 'c«  personaJ  accounts  K*ere  eviiilable,  whicl"!  nroved  most 
hainfii]  if)  ouc  rosoarch.  Onf’  was  an  a  f  teh" -actl  on  report 

wt  itt-en  in  19^7  bv  LTC  Robert  Cole,  commander  o-f  the  2d 

!  I- a  J  i  on  ,  338th  Tnfantrv  Regiment.  Although  his  battalion  was 
ir.it  the  niain  ettort  on  Monte  Altuzzo,  his  anal. -sis  was 

.♦.tiemel  -al'rable.  I.  TC  Cole  s  comments  on  command  arid 

.-•inlt  fil  ,  r econna i  sance  and  art.illerv  tire  eupoort  verii  ied  our 
■,|i  ..I  in  ^  corn:  I  inr,i  on  s  in  tho-ae  areas. 

iriol  her  account  was  that  of  fornier  GGT  Ja.mes  R. 

I  o!- esbur  ■  .  who  w  a  s  involved  in  one  of  the  kev  ?c.t,ion=  ot  the 
b-.3  tic,  at  F'oahody  Ridge.  His  account  w.a=,  interesting  and 

helped  provide  .a  good  feeling  for  the  nature  of  ttie  action,  but 
lilldtod  Ifi  SCOpO. 

i-ioner  a  I  Albeirt  Itesselrinq  s  postwar  anal  vsi  s  of  (Sei'man 
fji  t::ib  I  oiiis  di.ifing  the  Italian  Campaign.  while  not  directed 

vrn,M"i  f  i  c  1  I  V  at  ttie  Gothic  Line  bzittles,  nroved  tiolpful  in 

avsossing  tlio  laerman  Armv  5  fighting  condition,  !  lowe /er  . 
:1  '  !  !  '  ■il  i  ri  f  oi  mat  i  on  on  Germain  capabilities  arid  proh  I  c-ms 

c  I-,  .-.i 1  ,1  I  I  og  1  :3t;!i.:;5''  .  casM.al  t  i  e-s  and  ot.her  mvitt  "t  s  -it  Miiritf;? 

1  111".  I'l  i  -S',  ov,  ti’  emc !.  I  ac  ki  ng . 

I  I  '-M  RG I  r.'. ir  Gr  r  irrin 


l. .  1  I'll'  F  .1 1  I  Cl  I  I -1  f  lie  A1  lies  1  ri  ii  a  I.  had  iiicj'  v’d  iicii  t  ti 

hv  I  ;  w  v'n  !■  I  ■  ..inl  ui  i.vl  I  I  ■  ijf  RijKjii  -ini!  l.ii■■i  pr  ■ 'Ui  .  iimi  i.ip  tin' 
O'  I  1 '''vru  'J  Mio  r!'>i  ill  Aoc.-fii  •  i  riei  lloi  mG  .1  1  rr  „  rUiinvi  ir.'i-;.:  loiigti 


ph  !  c  ’ !  b:?i-rrif?r  the  Germans,  now  without  the  aid  oi-  thej  r 
Fo!  me!  tiK  i  5  partner  Itadv,  tiad  constructed  at  Formidable  defense 

luioi  iii  as  i'iie  Gotlii':  or  Green  Line.  Monte  AI  fuczo  was  c-niv  one 

..tl  1  h-’  bed  i  Jos:  thitt  would  contribute  to  ffte  f-ventual  allied 

l->;  e  a !:  t !  luh  oF  the  Gothic:  line. 

ir  194-T.  neither  Ge^■!!lari^  nor  the  United  btates  saw  Itaiv 

ta  I  lie  iTi  <  ioi  Front  cj-f  the  European  1 1 1 eater.  in  spite  of 

'  :i  i  I  !  :.ti  Giiore  specificallv  Ltiur  chi  1  1  '  belief  in  the  i  mpos't  anc.e 

1"  !■  I'lio  Gaid  tiern  Front  ,  the  invasion  iif  F  rance  in  June  1944  had 

=^hiF’ed  the  focus  of  Allied  sitte-nt  i  or  and  r  esDui'cres  to  tfie 

assi.'uii-  on  German-  from  the  West.  The  Bermans.  faced  by 

•  d  taclis  froin  both  western  artriies  in  France  atnd  the  Fted  Army  in 
tiiT'  East,  viewed  Italy  as  a  secondarv-  threat  to  their  war 
el  fori  s.  Gor  manv  s  nr  ime  interest  in  Itai  v  was  to  prevent  the 
,i!  lies  :  rom  usinn  the  northern  plains  of  the  Po  Ri  -er  rouion 
F'li  .d  1  liases  fi  om  which  stronq  air  atl  aci  s  could  be  mounted 

■;  c  •  j  1 1  :  1  ho  aouM'iern  and  soufheastern  reoti-ms  ol  flio  riorm.in 

[■ '  i  •  1 .  ■’ll  oil I.  I  oma i  nC’d  o f  it). 


il.''  Oi'v  III--::;  Uiiiti  Ooiiiinarid  err  isioiiod  a  'ir.' i  'vo;  .  ,  fh‘"  I 'o 
'  '  !  !  I  ■■'Cl  i  '  ■(  1  U  cinri  1  Fio  Gofhir  Line.  tiisu  I  eil  i  o  n  mi  i  vir:!  I  ir? 

‘i.i  ii''  >  c'l  rain  ci!  tho  upper  Italian  Lenmnsula  causccl  .ho 
r  -i  -I,  Mi  ill-  to  -I'Toof  a  pocul  i  ai"  dial  on  :i  <:•  .V'C'Cc  lal  lie  rar 

1.  !  .  .  iM  vlu!  r'£  were  usc-d  F-t  an-vlior  1  lie  dof'vriri  >  e  '  ine.  rd  on  o 

I'iiOV:-  1  Mic'c  nui.ir'i'ous  licsfonci  -e  poy  a  !- \  oi  i  .  -.'<■  hoi ;0'1  orv  hoiiind 

I  1  I  i  ■  I. .  i  .  -I '  .  .  on  'l  l  i  ;  I 1  ,  -1  !  i  ,  1  ,  -1  lin  I  i  I  .  ■  'ill!'  C  i  { 

■■(■j  ■  (  1  I  1  > 't  ;  ‘  Li  I  t'l  *1  ;  o  -i  o  pr  '  .*1  '  id  pC'  vi  *  '  ■  'n  'i;  I  1  i  o  ■’  n  ■*,  |ii  n  i  I  .  1  1 
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tiiev  bc/  eb  I  e  1q  rapidlv  shift  their  forces  l^toreJlv 

the  >iefen3i''e  line  to  ineet  the  inaior  axis  of  jir-  Allied 
•ffort.  Thus,  thi’ouqh  the  advanced  construction  of  hard 
•t;- :  onsi  ■.  e  ijositions  integrated  into  a.  total  tact  i  ca.l  plan  of 
:  i  r  es  and  obstacles  ,  the  tlenrians  bel  i  es-ed  that  thev  would  be 
-bl:".  l-ri  cijiiib  i  ne  an  economv  of  force  defense  wi  tli  a  inci  e  active 
;i'l  fluid  approach  to  defeatinq  the  anticipated  Allied 
'  ;ensi  'O  in  the  fa  I  !  of  1^44. 

I  he  I'd  I  I  >?rj  cafiifi  r'as  1  e=;s  unified  in  its  approach  to  the 

f  !  :d  i  ,Mi  i„aiiip  a  ,i '.in  of  late  1944..  Ilie  srici.:essful  in  .jsw,:in  of 
K'  ;nco  had  shifted  attention,  at  least  U.S.  attention,  from  the 
I  led  .1  t  ot'r  anean  .  Alt.lionqh  still  a  significant  effort,  tiie  Allied 
f'ii  lilies  in  [talv  li-ad  already  been  reduced  bn.'  two  corps  and 

sc.-.-or  a  I  di  os'ons  to  support  Gv  or  lord  and  tlie  supporting 
i.t  risic'n  of  sc'utiiern  f‘i"ance.  Dragoon.  Bv  the  Suminer  of  19'44, 
;r..''i '  1  r.-r  ii.S.,  officers  were  urqinw  -a.  furtbior  re',ln':;t  i  on  in  the? 

!  iJiriCi  ri  f  'jf' Cl  at  i  cips  in  ftaly  with  a  roncurront  r  ei  n  f  or  coineni'  of 
■  jtioii-H  in  Fi'Vjiice.,  Britain,  charuod  '.u  th  lliriritei  iv-ftMitai  .'t . 

I  I- a  I  ,,  and  moro  cier'orajlv  the  Modi  t  n  y  onean  .  in  o  I  ob  a  I 

'  ■  'll  5.  li.i-'jiiiih  Tt.,il  ,  .  Britain  on  ■’ i  s  i  iinerl  a  uiii  tli.'asl  at  ' 

I  ui  u;;-!  ird.*  i  I  io  fialtans  that  iMOi.ild  both  tt-roaton  I  ho  dcin 

I  !  r..'‘i  11  '■  1  ■,?i"'.l  aiid  courd'oi  tlio  Bi->d  i'li'-ri  ■  e  ■ .  p  ■>  1  icw 'Vi  '  t 1 

I'liut  i.io  I  I  yd„  tiotti  r|ir;  r?-nid  ad-  aor  r.f  >  fi.-.  Ci' .  .0+  fitunc  r 

■'ll!  tii:-'  c  o  '  I  lir  i  t  i  sh  ’•h':^  ii.G.  irwuht  fur  ihr’i- 
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Fic'ld  tl3r'2h?.il  A]e;;ander,  the  AAI  contniaiider ,  pJ  arrned  an 
i-  joainsl:  l:he  Gothic  Line  for  the  FaJ]  of  l'^?44.  The 
tonal  plan  provided  for  a  general  attack  all  aionq  ttre 
I  ill  1.1  ■.<rk  B  ILS.  Fi  f  th  Arin;/  on  tlte  left  and  t||o  Hr  i  t).  el'i 
iii  iin  oil  f  fio  tight.  The  concept  of  operationc  pt  ided 

'I'j  ii!::i  t  n  at  tact:  to  fcie  ifi.,a.de  by  tite  L  i  gh  tit  Ai  nr-  al.oii'i  tlie 

1!  roastaJ  region  of  Italy  Hith  supporiina  attact.a  ti.-  ttie 
I'-ii  III  ■  .  1,1!  oener-il  terins.  Al  OMander  '  e  w.arg  aim  ni;!  forBao  t|-io 

=  “hi  ft]  rig  their  limited  forcea  easit  aJonci  tf-.e  Gothic 
meel  I!-)!]  Dritieh  ,at.t.a.ck  thi..i.s  hopefnl  1  /  rod'. icing  (heir 
ance  to  Mart  Clark's  forces. 

::  Septembiar  1*744  began,  northern  It:a.  ly  became  a 

cit'Oiind  between  a  poorly  resourced  defensive  etfofi  and  a 
I'i  di  :ti  r  5ce  tc  gain  entry  to  the  Reich  s  "soft  souther  n 
.  t1  w.as  in  this  setting  ttrat  the  tiattte  of  Monte 

I'M. 

MIF  iiMlM!.iOI|[S1S 
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'.ioifii  na  ted  the  Allied  c-amp.  On  a.  national  level,  each  of  the 
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il!  l-tif-;  open  palitical  process.  Ccjnseqi.ient  1  v ,  the  leaders  of 
jl'i;  trie  D.S,  and  the  U..K.  had  to  be  more  sensitive  to  public 


u I n  j  on . 


O n 6/  r  e s u  1 1  wa. s  an  ob v i  ou s  r  e q u  i  v  e m e n t  t  o  .1  i  ni i  t 


ti  es. 


F';::r'rinfni  c  factors  preetly  favored  the  Allied  ‘'far  effort, 
e  mann  f  actor  i  na  capacity  of  the  Allies  e;o:;eeded  anv 
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rio  ehortaqes 


d  -.iijoiad  l-hisir  ef  fcjrts.  The  ettcossi  ve  proifi  ic  t  i  on  ai  ma  ter  i  ad  s 
I  I  owed  ev.  t  ensi  ve  ose  of  fire  and  air  support  to  reduce 
asualtias  and,  in  many  cases,  caused  •■>n  dependeticv  on  an 
-  oir  wi  icd.  mi  nq  orepondet  ence  of  fire. 


fhi?  Allied  armed  forces  were..  by  ]944,  .at  thoir  cenith. 
hi  lions  o'  men  were  under  arms.  Whi.le  nd  smanaqemerit  caused 
local  st-ortjqes.  Allied  forces  did  not  .:;i.iffei-  from 
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III.  THE  TACTICAL  SITUATlOrJ; 


.  <^rea  o-f  Operations; 


1.  Cl  imate  and  uieather;  The  cHmate  and  weathar  in  the 
II  Giogo  Pass/Monte  A1  tuzzo  area  o-f  operation  during  September 
r544  was  characterized  by  warm,  dry  days  with  cool  nights  and 
early  morning  mist  and  chill  dra-fts  which  swept  over  the  hills. 
Wh  i  1  e  the  soldiers  o-f  the  338  th  In -fan  try  had  -field  jackets,  olive 
drab  uni -forms,  and  summer  underwear  <in  which  ther  would  swelter 
in  the  daytime),  they  were  stripped  to  the  barest  essent-als  -for 
the  -fighting,  thirsted  in  the  daytime  and  shivered  at  n-ght. 
Uieather  and  cl  imatic  conditions  were  not  severe  enough  to 

materially  a-f-fect  the  outcome  o-f  the  battle;  however,  some 
concealment  o-f  troop  movement  was  possible  under  the  cover  o-f  the 
early  morning  mists.  Conversely,  dry  and  dusty  cond'tions  aided 
observers  and  allowed  them  to  spot  vehicular  mcverrient  at  long 
ranges.  In  neither  case  were  these  conditions  tactically 

significant  to  the  extent  that  they  affected  the  outcorrie  of  the 
battle. 


2.  Terr  a  i  n  .  The  II  Giogo  Pass/Monte  A1  tuzzo  =>rea  ".las  a 

part  o-f  the  German  defensive  area  known  as  the  Gothic  L.r,e.  “h^. 
Goth'.-;  Lina  defenses  util  iced  the  rugged  Aperr-,  nes  mourta'n 
range,  which  in  themselves  present  a  formidable  obstacle  to  ary 
attacking  -force.  Here  peaks  rise  from  the  Arno  val'e,--  to  a  great 
r.dgeline  with  tops  reaching  heights  frorr.  GOCO  to  ?C00  feet.  The 
Germans  were  fully  confident  of  stopping  the  Allied  drive  along 


•5» 


■ 


i  n  ne-  *  =p€-c  i  *  ■  1  y  since  the  Organ  i  zat :  or  Todt ,  ^Aih  :  cr  had  el  sc 
built  the  German  Westweli,  had  constructed  ex  ter, s .  ^'e 
■f  or  t  i -f  i  cat  i  ons  ,  barriers,  and  obstacles  -for  er  a  year  prior  tc 
the  of -fen  si  ye.  Construction  of  this  defensive  *  i  ne  on  the 
southern  slope  of  the  Apennine'  Mountains  between  Florence  arc 
Bol  og  na.  was  part  of  the  total  German  plan  for  successive 
defensive  positions  on  the  Italian  peninsula.  Be-a.j«.a  of  the 
e  tr  eme  1  y  rugged  nature  of  the  terrain  the  defenses  could  be 
concentrated  on  the  passes  through  the  mouritains.  Construct  ion 
•‘jas  undertaken  initially  by  28,000  Italian  workers  supervised  by 
thA  Organization  Todt  as  mentioned  earliar,  Wcrk  was  acce'eratec 
in  June  1944  after  the  fall  of  Pome,  when  responsibi 1 i tv  for  the 
defenses  was  assigned  by  the  German  Cotrimiander  in  Chief, 
Southwest,  to  the  units  which  were  to  defend  the  line. 


The  barrier  systemi  of  the  Gothic  Line  (now  called  the  Green  Line) 
was  intended  to  function  as  a  position  to  which  the  Ge'‘r!’!ari5  coulc 
fall  back  if  necessary.  Since  the  Apennines  are  in  themselves  s 
barrier,  the  barrier  system  was  designed  to  imp- eve  on  the 

*  atural  obstac  1  es  .  The  pos  i  1 1  ons  for  -or  t  i  f  i  cat  ■  on  were  /.le  ’  1 

eel  e  c  t  a  d  an  d  mu  t  u  a  1  1  y  sup p or  t  i  r  o  .  De  e n  s  i  v e  p  os  i  t  i  on  s  ar  c 

cDstacles  were  oriiTiarily  sited  to  cover  the  miain  road  thrcujQ-.  the 
P  ass  .  i.’i  i  th  many  of  the  pos  i  t  i  on  s  cu  t  I  tz  sol  ■  d  -  cci*  . 

German  record?.  |-■.el.Je  not  nroduced  *ioijre=  Cir,  che  ;  .-i  c- e  -  c- 


n  the  area  attacked  by  the  Both 
e  amiount  of  material  used  in  the  constru 
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German  4th  Parachute  Division  (occupying  the  li  G i ogc 
data  ‘s  available  which  shows  the  extent  ot  the  construe 
tab’e  below  giues  a  good  indication  o-f  the  number  and 
obstacles  that  may  be  assumed  to  have  been  installed 


Giogo  Pass  sector. 
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constructed  o-f 

earth  and  logs, 

-f  or  t  i  -f  i  ed 

houses , 

machine  gun 

positions  cut  into  rock  and  innumerable  mortar  emplacements.  The 
positions  were  well  planned  and  general ’y  mutually  supporting. 
The  -fort  I -tied  houses  on  Hill  732  and  '.•■'erruca  were  c  re  led  by 
bands  o-f  rriines  and  barbed  wire;  the  heavy  vegetation  growth  was 
cleared  and  openings  in  the  walls  at  ground  level  allowed  machine 
guns  to  employ  grazing  -fire.  Bazookas  were  i  nef -tec  t  i  ve  against 
the  thick  walls  o-f  these  houses.  Similarly,  bunkers  and  pillboxes 
were  so  well  constructed  that  they  Survived  all  but  direct  hits 
by  the  artillery  or  by  the  aerial  bombardment"! 


The  Gothic  (Green)  Line  Just  east  o-f  the  II  G :  ogo  Pass  '-iand 
Highwiay  6524)  is  dominated  by  Monte  Altuzzo,  and  on  the  i-iest  by 
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scs.ttsrs*d  patches  or  pines  except  v^here  bare  rock  c- tcropp  i  r.i^s 
and  sheer  cl  i--s  -furnished  no  -foothold  -for  uege  tat  ;  or  .  There  ixere 
a  -i^ei‘-.i  standing  trees  on  the  -forward  slopes  o-f  the  mountain  but 
Tianv  rriore  had  been  -felled  to  create  barriers  as  we  ■  1  as  c'ea.r 
■f  i  e  1  ds  o-f  -f  i  re  .  Ar  till  ery  she  1  1  -s  tore  away  rttost  c-f  the  r  ema  I  n  i  ng 
trees  during  the  course  o-f  the  battle.  Uery  ^  itt’e  cove’'  and 
almost  no  concealment  was  available  -for  the  attacker. 

The  portion  o-f  the  1  ine  just  east  o-f  the  II  Giogo  Pass  where  the 
33S.th  Infantry  was  to  make  its  main  effort  is  shaped  like  a  huge 
amphitheater  with  tiwo  wings  extending  south  from  Monte  A1  tuzzo 
<Hill  926)  (photcmap  enclosed).  Situated  on  the  floor  of  the 
amipn  i  theater  ,s  the  La  Rocca  farmhou-se  and  its  associated  fields 
and  pastures,  which  were  under  the  direct  observation  and  fire  of 
•the  enemy  fromi  Hill  732,  knob  1  and  knob  2  located  on  the  eastern 
wing  leading  to  the  summit,  and  the  western  peak  'Peabod>  Ridge'- 
located  on  the  western  wing.  Only  a  coordinated  attack;  against 
tr, a  heights  on  both  sides  of  the  amphitheater  could  achieve 
success  against  the  enemy  occupying  this  portion  of  the  Green 
Li  n e 

B  .  0 V  a  r-  V  i  e w  of  f  r  i  e  n  d  1  >■  forces; 

!.  General  ;  The  5th  Army  was  stopped  along  the  Arno  R:"er  ,  .,.,h:ct. 
ser'-'ed  the  GeTT-ans  as  a  genera’  ou*:post  1  re  for  thair  ma-n 
defense  line,  the  Gothic  Line.  Tha  Goth'o  uine  '•■an  east  to  ■■■lest 
across  170  miles  of  the  North  Aoennines  Mountains.  In  * 


I9<i4,  the  British  8th  Army  held  the  eastern  rcu"--^  c-'.tr-e 

’  ire  ard  the  US  5th  Army  held  the  reiTiaining  one-t'+th  or  the 
west.  The  plan  o-f  attack  was  -for  the  Sth  Army  to  .r  itiate  the 

attack  and  get  the  Germans  to  commit  their  reserye  to  b^unt  the 

Sth  Army  attack.  Once  the  German  reserves  were  committed,  the  5th 

A-tiv  wou  1  d  launch  its  attack  aqainst  the  Gothic  Line. 


Gn  1  Ci  September  1944,  the  Sth  US  Arrriy  launched  its  attack,  '^■••lo 
Corps  was  to  make  the  main  e-f-fort  -for  the  5th  A'-t-v  jruC  the  SSth 
In  +  antry  Division  was  to  make  the  main  attack  -for  Co'cs  .  The 

Sth  Army  numbered  rough!  v  252,000  troops  and  -nc’uded  ten  com^bat 
di-.’isions.  Ot  th!S  -force,  less  than  a  thousand  men  w.ere  nvolved 
in  the  attack.  In  -fact,  the  assault  -force  that  bore  the  trurt  o-f 
the  -fighting  was  never  larger  at  any  one  time  than  two  r  i -f  1  e 
companies  numbering  some  350  men.  Two  Corps  units  involved  were 
the  34th,  SSth,  SSth,  and  91st  Divisions.  The  34 th,  SSth,  and 
91st  Divisions  were  to  attack  north  and  the  SSth  Division  wias  in 
r  e  se  r  v  e  . 


9!st  D  i  V  i  «.  i  on -' s  objective  wias  to  -secure 


ion  t  ■  c  e 


m;5S  i.  i.'.i*"'  ■  1  e 


o-^  its  reoiments  and  the  34  ^ 


S.  1  Q  Ti  fTt  '2  €•■ 


■'  0 1  d  ■  "I q  a 1 1  ac k s  i  n  t h e  we s t  .  The  35 1 h  D  ^ 


*.  4-  -  -I 


dominate  terrain  on  either-  side  o-f  Mighivay  5524,  tre  C-iogo 
lAio!.; '  d  be  secure  alloi-v  ng  II  Corps  tc  penetrate  to  the  Sctr  ;  o 
I  n  to  the  Po  '-Aa  •  1  e  v  . 


t p e n Q t h  And  Corrip os  ^  t  i  on  ; 


85th  I n -f  an t p y  Pi  v  i  s  i  on 
"ask  Opgan i zat i on 

337  Regimental  Combat  Team 
337th  In-fantry  Regiment 

328 1  h  Field  Artillery-  Ba  1 1  a  1  I  on  (  1  0 5mn-i  > 
Ccmpany  A  310th  Engineep  Combat  Batta’ion 
Company  A  310th  Medical  Battalion 


338  Regimental  Combat  Team 
338  th  In-tantry  Regiment 
329th  Field  Art i lien y  Battalion  <l05mm> 

84th  Chemical  Weapons  Battalion  <4.2  inch  mortarii 
Company  D,  752  Truck  Battalion 
Company  B,  310th  Engineer  Combat  Battalion 
Company  B,  310th  Medical  Battalion 


3'9  Regimental  Comibat  Team 
339  th  In tan  try  Regiment 
910  Field  Artillery  Battalion  ’'10  5mm  > 
Company  A,  84 th  Chemical  Weapons  Battal ion 
Company  C,  310th  Engineer  Comibat  Battal  '  on 
Company  C,  310th  Medical  Battai’or 


85 th  D  i  i  s  i  on  An  t  i  1  1  ery 


403th  Field  Artillery  Battalion  (I55mim> 


S5th  CaMa’ry  Troop  ('Mech) 

310  th  Engineer  Battalion  < 

310th  Medical  Battalion  <-) 

Hqs  Special  Troops 
HHC 

795th  Ordnance  Ligth  Maintenance  Company 

S5th  Quar  te remaster  Company 

95th  Signal  Company 

95th  Mi  1  i tary  Pol  ice  Platoon 

Attached  to  the  95  th  Di Mi  si  on 

752d  Tank  Battalion  (medium) 
a05th  Tank  Destroyer  Battalion  <SP) 

S4th  Chemical  Battalion  (4.2  inch  mortar) 
105th  Anti  Aircra-ft  Artillery  Battalion 

In  Support  o-f  the  S5th  Division 
Hqs,  II  Corps  Artillery 
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1 55mm  ) 

939  th 

Field 

Ar  t  i  1 

1  ery 

Bat  tal 

i  on 

(4.5  in 

423th  Field  Artillery  Group 


6?7th  F  !  s  ’  d  Ar  1  erv  .  24C!T:t;/0  :  n  ju: 

699  th  F  i  e  ■■  d  Artiller/  S*  ttsl  ion  (  240rr;fr;.'-'9  •  ■ .  gur 
9S5th  =ield  Artinsr-y  Battaliori  (I55mm> 


■"It  d  ; j  s  i  cn  ■■■  s  p’an  was  to  attack  with  two  regitients  adf'east,  th 


338  th  In  fan  try  on  the  le-ft  was  to  sec  ere  ^-’onta  A’ 


;2o  ard  the 


339th  In-fantry  on  the  right  to  secure  t  '/e-- ^  ,  "^he  33rth 

In-far,  tr>  was  the  division  reserve. 


AC'Prox  i  mate  1  y  SO’ii  o-f  the  35th  Division  had  exper  i  encec  comdat  in 
the  'drive  through  the  mountains  to  Fvome  or  with  patrols  or.  holding 


actions  along  the  Arno  River.  The 


O  =■  **  u,  r  •  , .  , 

C'  •.*  •.  ti  L-' ;  ••  I 


3-  •  O  Pj  c*  n  . '  C‘  6*  ci  5  ' 


supen'ority  throughout  the  battle,  though  ‘ts  m-act  was 
i  ns  :  gn  i -f  i  can  t .  The  35  th  Division  and  II  Corps  artillery,  however, 
■played  a  very  signi-ficant  part  in  the  battle.  In  -fact  Lt  Col 
Robert  H.  Cole,  the  commander  oi  the  2d  Battal-on  33Sth  In-tantry 
Regiment  during  the  battle,  attributes  the  success  o-f  US  •forces  in 
taking  Monte  A1  tuzzo  to  heavy  harassing  artillery  •fi'e.  "I  be'  i  eve 
the  enemy  could  have  withstood  all  o-f  cur  in-fantry  attacks 
providing  the  -front  line  enemy  troops  could  have  been  suppl  ied. 
Suoply  -for  the  Germans  became  the  cnit>cal  -factor,  and  .-.irsn  tre-r 


mesh  desperate  e-f -forts  at  resupply  -failed,  th 


be  r  man 


r  a  t  u  r-  a  i 


to  crumibie.  The  reason  tha  enemy 


wue  to  the  corist-aPft,  he-5M/,  harassing  -fire  ‘■■■.ihich  i  so' -a  the 
-front  line  German  troops  -^rom  his  support^r,^  t'oops''.' 
Although  the  mob  i  ’  i  ty  c-f  the  tanks  and  se'-f  p"ope'’ec  tank 
destroyers  was  severely  restricted  bv  the  terr-jin,  tneir 


i  r  s  s  we  r  $  I,.'  e  r  v  e  -f  e  c  *  i  m  e  in  de  s  t  r  ov  j  n  q  'ou  n  e  *■  ■= 

their  ■‘ires. 


3.  Technol  coy  ;  There  was  no  s  i  gn  i -f  i  can  t  d  i -f -f  erence  in 

the  technology  that  impacted  on  the  battle.  Had  the  German 
concussion  grenades  been  more  e  +  tectiMe  'Imany  duds'  they  cou’c 
have  in-flicted  more  casualties  on  US  -force  s,  however,  r  wcu  ■  d 
rot  have  changed  the  outcome  or  the  batt’e.  Qn  the  cither  hand, 
ad  the  radios  o-f  the  US  forces  worked  prope-rly,  thay  may  ha've 
been  able  to  secure  their  objectives  sooner  and  v-i ;  th  -^ewer 
casualties.  Most  communication  between  the  f'-or.  t  ’  '  *e  onits  and 
their  respect'  v  e  h  e  adq  u  ar  t  e  r  s  was  ac  c  omp>  1  i  sh  e  d  by  u  n  n  e  r  s  . 


4.  Loo i sties  and  Administrative  Systems;  The  terrain 
severely  restricted  the  ability  of  the  uncomrri  i  t  ted  forces  and 
log- Stic  personnel  to  resupply  the  committed  forces  with  any 
class  of  supply.  In  particular,  ava i  1  ab i  1  i  ty  of  hand  grenades,  f'pr 
the  platoons  of  the  338th  Infantry  making  the  main  e-^fo-t,  posed 
some  serious  problems  in  cleariri'g  bunkers  and  ti-encnes.  ‘’’he 
terrain  al-so  adversely  affected  the  reserve  r  ep  ’  acerrien  t 

:■  e '  S'O.n r. a  1  ,/■  ij n  i  ts'  abi  1  i  ty'  to  re-ach  the  corr'm'  tted  'jn;  t  s. 


^ e -acemier.  t  per  sorihal  .a,  whe  -e  i*'e"e  1 


u  L  I  p  P  e  c 


Ccrrimiah d  .  Con  t r  o  1  an d  Commiu n  '  c  a *•  i  on  s  ;  Gerer  al  :  >■  ,  the 
D  i  V  1  ■=,  j  or  voe  1  1  organ  ’  d  e  d  f  or  c  omib-e  t  <  S' 


j 


r  e  s  t  r  i  c  t  I  '  e 


organ  i  z.at  i  on  . 


Due  to  the  rugged 


nature 


t  “  r  r  .a  ,  r;  ,  .;  onm  ?  n  ds-  r-  =. 


;i‘-e'ir  5ta  +  f5  ihou’d  ha" if  Tc-ed 


c'c'i-'rr  VZ'  -front  ’  • 


S'  n  *b  1  '?  t  ST: 


a  ■:  •:  u  r  a  t  a  •  y 


t  h  a  ■=  '  t  u  a  t  !  on  .  S  t  a  a  p  •=  '  op  a  •=.  an  d  n  ar  r 


T^ada  ’oor  d  i  na  tad  asrau'ts  di-f-ficult  par  t  i  cu  ’  ar  ’  y  i\i:th  a  •■ 
o-f  or  dens/ i  n -for  mat  i  on  -from  higher  headquar  tar=  . 
i  on-imu  r,  :  c  a  t  i  on  was  almost  none;- i  star  t  batwaan  -front  '  '■r,i 
and  highan  haadquar- tars  and  rasultad  ^n  uno-oord  '  r  a.  ted  at 
t"a  -front  M  ne  ijnits.  To  -further  aggraua.  ta  rriatter-a ,  the  ■' 
if  the  p  i  a  t  O'  o  n  '  a  a.  d  a  r  s  a  n  d  c  o.t;  p  a  n  y  c  omm  a  n  d  a  r  =  t  ii 


tnpnsa’ "as  or  their  units 


the  groiund  posed  prob’a 


t  ’  ’  a r  V  ’  r  a  .  “is  the  battle  p> r  o g r  a  s s a d  ,  t ha  p  ’  a  1 1  o n  •  ■  i  ^ 
runrers  becana  the  primary  means  of  oommun  i  ca.  t  ■  on  .  I 
cparaticr  orders  i-Mara  wall  thougth  ciut  and  coO'r  d ;  na  tad  on 
h  ou'e  M  a  r  ,  once  the  battle  began  no  f  u  r  t  h  a  r  or  da  r  s/'p  1  an 
race i Mad  by  the  front  line  troops  other  than  "push  on". 


*■ .  I  r  ta  1  1  i  oanca  ;  The  initial  :  n  t a  1  1  :  ga n •: a  f  r- om  c or p s 
end  d!'-'!S!cri  was  weak  and  ran-iained  waaK  thr-oughout  the  batt 
I  r.  ta  1  M  oanca  summary  distributed  to  the  battalions  desorb 


ass  prepared  than  other-  portions  of  t*a 


e’ though 


f  or  iTia  d  n  on  a  t  h  a  '  a  ss 


T  o  T'  r.  1  ■_  a  w 


saiio-r".  anatTiy  s  tuat  ■  on  w.a=.  dasor-'bad  as  vague  arc  s 

“■  0  '■  n a  poO'r  qua’  ;  t-  o-^  anamy  t'oops.  Intel  ’  :  oanoe  .  or. 

battle  began,  :..>a=.  predorri  i  nan  t '  fr  Oin-'  units  .n  lointact.  _it 
r  -  -  I  t  r  >  =  ;  n  t  a  1  ’  '  ga  rni  e.-'  I  n  -f  orma  t  i  o>n  r  * s,,c  h  a  d  r  a  g  i  ‘  C'  * 
’avals  o-f  :  o-<T:rr;an  d .  Inta’^  iganoa  had  little  .n-’uar,;c  on  " 
aotja’  battle  was  fouath  and  was  not  i  n  taciratad  into  opa 


orders/guidance  -frorr. 


no  gu; dance 


the  35th  Division  as  there  I'las- 
■jthe!--  than  "push  on"  as  -aMuded  to  ear’ier. 

7.  Doctrine  and  Training  The  85th  DiM'S;ori  S  p’ar;  o-t 
attack  called  -for  two  regiments  abreast  to  make  the  ma :  n  attack 
with  one  regiment  in  reserve.  The  regiments  v.iere  *ormed  into 
-eg  i  mental  combat  teams  with  the  normal  s'ice  or  comoat  sijpport 
and  combat  service  support  (see  task  organization;.  As  stated 
earl  '  er  ,  roughly  SO"'.  o+  the  division  had  corribat  experience.  The 
terra  in  irripacted  in  two  rria..ior  areas  or  doctrine  and  trainino.  The 
tirst  area  at-fected  was  the  -torces'  ability  to  rtiass  i^ih  i  ch 
'■esuited  in  piece-mealed,  uncoordinated  attacks.  This  allowed  the 
Germans  to  de-f  end  cofTrpany  size  •frontages  wi  th  pi  a  toons  and 
sorrietimes  with  squad  size  units.  Thus,  US  -forces  were  -forced  to 
completely  clear  areas  and  not  by-pass  any  enemy  -force  as  these 
enerriy  units  could  bring  e-f-fective  -fire  on  the  attacking  unit. 
Secondly,  the  terrain  uias  such  that  all  leaders  had  a  vary 
dif-ficult  time  locating  themselves  on  the  ground.  This  rec.y;fed 
in  the  sparse  use  o-f  artillery  to  strike  enemy  front  line  units 
-^c-r  fear  of  injuring  friendly  troops.  The  terrain  compl  icated  the 
situatior  further  by  restricting  the  uti’  izaticn  of  ‘•ha  ''^eapori. 
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difficulties  of  Monte  A1 tuzzo  by 


1 1  a’  ion 


D i y i s i on  were 


cond  i  t  ■  on  and  the  : 


S5th 


in  good  ph>-s  cal 


e  was  high.  "Loaded  down  with  tu1 1  packs  and  blanket  rol^Sj 
had  marched  on  foot  from  'v'aglia,  twelve  miles  up  and  down 
.  Despite  their  fatigue,  they  did  not  seem  depressed  about 
impending  attack.  Few  suspected  that  a  hard  fight  lay  ahead, 
most  shared  the  confidence  of  their  of f i cers" . 2  ■ 


e  n  e  r  a  1 

1  >■ ,  the 

sol d i e  r  s 

expected  this  to  be  an 

easy  f i gh 

t .  As  the 

at  1 1  e 

began  , 

moral  e 
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e  most  part,  - 

'  r  ^  0  C*  ^ 

eaders.,  platoon  sergeants  and  squad  ''eaders  took  pos—  va 
easu''e=  to  maintain  high  mon.ale  by  leading  by  e-^ample  ard  'ct 
;:s!r,g  their  men  to  unnecessary  danger.  The  ter-a  n  adversely 


ted  morale  by  restricting  mutual  support  by  adjacent  and 


r  •*  C  9  n  Z  O  •  ■ 


^  O'-'-i  UP  I  ecu  Id  not  -fire  -for  -^s-air  o-f  ‘■i  i  1 1  ■  nc  f a’  >• 

troops.  Tpe  terrain  also  a-f-f acted  mora-e  by  causing  resupp''y  o-f 
c’ass  I  and  M  to  be  intermittent  at  best.  Because  o-^  the  terrain, 
small  unit  leaders  lAjere  continually  chal’enged  to  -develop  ne--- 
ap p r  o ac h e  s  t  o  sol  u e  ba  1 1 1  e -f  i  e  1  d  p r  ob  1  ems  .  Com,Tru n  >  c a  t  ;  on  i  t  n 
the*  r  h  i  gh e r  headquarters  >Aias  almost  n on e x  i  s t e n  t  ,  f  or c  i  n g 

se r  ga an  t  s  and  lieutenants  t  o  ma.K e  the  de c  i  s  -  on s  ■■■•■ih  i  c h  ^  1  t  i  ma  t e  1 
’ed  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  mission  of  the  8?tn  D  i  .  s '  on . 


C .  Over  Aiew  of  Enemy  Forces-? 

1.  The  Germans  had  five  Divisions  on  the  Gothic  line.  One  of 
themi,  rhe  4th  Parachute  Division  had  an  extended  frontage,  i.jith 
three  regiments  on  line  as  follows;  10th  Regiment  at  Monte 
Frassino,  llth  Regiment  at  Monte  Calvi,  and  12th  Regiment  at 
Monte  Ril  tuzzo.  In  addition,  a  Lithuanian  Labor  Battalion  and  2d 
Battalion,  Lehr  Br i gabe  were  available  as  the  14th  Army  Reserves. 


2.  The  4th  par-chute  Division  was  mianned  b>-  only  a.  -small  nucleus 
of  experienced  paratroopers  who  saw  combat  at  Anz'O.  Me s c  trooDS 
‘■■•lere  i  nexperM  enced  boys  with  only  three  months  trail' The 
d:''!s:cr;'s  reserves  were  green  troops  who  rad  ne'.er  f;red  ball 


c  a  r  t  r i d g e s .  N e  v e  r  t  n e 1 e  s s .  m o r  a  1 e  w as  go o d  a n d 


G e r m a Ti  s cl  d  i  e r  s 


I’lere  prepared  to  defend  their  positions  with  great  de  term ,  na  t  ;  on  . 


3.  The  Germians  had  suffered  hea*-  y  casual  ties  in  the  al  ■  ied 


breakout  from  the  Anzio  beachhead  and  the  pursu  :  t  to  the  -imo 


Rive-  r 


Although  the.  nal -f  o^f  the-  3.^1  ied  o*-f  en*.  i -.,'3  3.t  the  end  c-? 
•Ju'y  he.d  given  the  Germans  e.s  well  as  the  Arrer  i  cans  a  chance  tc 
ads-onb  re  i  n-f  orcemen  ts  an-d  equipment,  Fovnteenth  Anm:.-' s  to  i*.h!ch 
the  4th  Parachute  Division  was  assigned)  strength  was  we’’  belowi 
that  ot  the  US  5th  Army.  It  had  been  weakened  even  burthen  after 
the  British  8th  Army  had  launched  its  ear’ ler  Adr'atic  Coast 
a  1 1  ac k  ;  as  a  total  of  f  ou r  German  d  i  v  i  s  i  on s  ,  i  n c  '  u ding  three  +  r. :;,rr, 
the  II  Corps  zone,  had  been  shifted  tc  the  'I'erth  Army  on  the  east 
to  meet  t h  s  s  t h r e a t . 

A .  Logistics  and  Adm i n i s t r a t : v e  sy s terns: 

a.  .  Lon g  distances  f  r  om  the  front  lines  to  r  ear  sup p  '  y  p o  i  n  t s 
maoe  supply  a  problem,  especially  for  construction  me.  tenia’s 
needed  to  prepare  defenses. 

b.  Constant  change  of  command  authorities  in  the  Ge'^man  higher 
echelons  made  it  difficult  to  have  priorities  set  fo-  the  few 
supp’ies  to  go  the  units  that  needed  them  most. 

c.  Allied  air  superiority  made  it  increasingly  d'**.cu't  to 
maintain  an  adequate  r^, te  of  supply  to  Gothic  ‘..ine  troops,  "^he 
-“W  roads  in  the  high  rugged  Appenines  Mountains  Mers  unaer 

.constant  Al’  ied  air  engagement,  meaning  that  most  sup  pi  es  had  tc 
b?  moved  at  night.  As  a  resu’t,  the  l-lth.  Raracnute  Z- 1 .  s :  c  n  was 
short  o^:  ammunition  and  supplies. 

' .  :  IIMED I  ATE  M I  L I  TAR'f  OBJECT  I UE  : 


-24- 


BACKGROUND ; 


e  tc'  lowing  are  extracts  from  the  I!  Corps  and  SSth  Division 
operation  orders; 

a.  5th  US  Army  attack  with  mission  of  penetrating  the  Gothic 
L.ne  and  debouching  into  the  Fo  Ua’iey. 

o.  II  Corps:  Attack  north  on  a  three  division  front.  Main  effort 
i  on  the  right.  Penetrate  Gothic  Line  and  debounch  into  the  Po 
'■/alley.  Capture  objectives  at  each  phase  1.ne.  Contii'^ue  attac.k  to 
ne-^.  t  objective  or  exploit  on  axial  routes  within  core  I  Aw  Duchess 


P 1  an  . 

c.  35th 

D  i  V i s i on  : 

( Phase 

I  - 

Red  L i ne  >  ? 

a  s  s  t  r  r  Q  u  n  4  q  T'  c  e  s 

h  o  1  d  i  n  g 

Orange  Line 

within 

zone  . 

Attack  north 

and  capture  Monte 

A1 tuzzo 

and  Monte 

Fr ena . 

Protect 

II  Corps-  r 

i  oh  t  f  1  -an  k  .  <  Ph  ase 

II  -  White  Line)  Continue  attack  to  north  wiith  max  i  mum  force  and 
capture  Monte  Coldreta  and  Monte  Can da.  Continue  attack  to 
northeast  or  exploit  north  along  Highway  6524  lAW  Duchess  Plan. 
< phase  III  -  Blue  Line)  On  Order  of  II  Corps,  continue  attack 
north  or  exploit  on  routes  of  advance  within  respective  zones  lAW 
-uchess  Plan. 


d , 

33  th 

D  i  V  i  s 

i  on  . 

II  Corps  reserve. 

r,  • 

on 

0+  M  ;  1  ;  tary  Ob.iec  t  .  v 
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Uery  care 
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i  '  S  d 

and 

1“ 
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assault  of  a  strong 

def  ens  i  '■'e  pos  ' 

t  ;  on  .  -Sr  was 
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t  ’’i  1? 

c  ase 

of 

the  Gothic  Line.  If 

th  ■ 

is  is  not  d 0 

re  a  planned 

c  oor 

d .  n 

ted  a 

ttac 

k  degenerates  into 

•3. 

=  e  T  '  i  e  s  c 

smal  1  ur,  :  t 

uncoordinated  attacks  aimed  at  meaningless  ob-jectives.  In 


studying  this  opsrs.  tion  one  is  iripressed  vjith  the  initis’ 
p'snning  o-f  the  5th  US  Ar-rny  and  II  Corps  for  it  reads  just  like  a 
schoo’  solution  giuen  at  C3SC,  Fort  Leauenuior  th ,  Kansas.  A-fter 
the  initial  attack,  however,  no  -further  orders,  except  to  push 
on,  were  given.  Personal  initiative  at  the  batta’ion,  company  and 
p’atoon  level  is  what  drives  the  battle  and  includes  the  taking 


of 

the  final 

objective.  Offensi'-. 

•e  action  to 

the 

r  i  gh  t 

and  to  the 

left 

iwere  not 

coordinated  and  gu  i 

i  dance  that  s 

h  cu  1 

d  hav 

e  come  from 

35  th 

Division 

and  II  Corps  did 

not  material 

;  z  e  . 

Anot 

her  problem 

area  is  that  objectives  should  be  key  terrain  -tea  tun  a  5  or 
commun ' cat i on  centers  and  not  just  a  goose  egg  on  the  map.  An 
exaiT.p’e  is  Hill  770.  This  objective  -for  2d  Battal  ion,  SSSth 
In-antry  was  not  a  hill  at  all  but  rrierely  an  elevation  on  the 
map.  It  overlooked  nothing,  it  controlled  nothing,  nor  did  it  add 
anything  to  the  sucess  o-f  the  battle.  This  problem  was  corripounded 
by  the  -fact  that  no  reconnaissance  was  done  by  the  in-fan  try 
commander  at  any  level.  Given  the  time  to  conduct  this  nriuch 
needed  reconnaissance,  an  intermediate  objective  would  ha-'a  been 
planned  -for  the  maneuver  as  well  as  -for  the  -fire  support  assets. 


3.  Enemy  obJ  ec  t  i  '^e  ;  The  enemy's  main  1  ire  c-^  |■■es■  :tar:e 
on  Monte  A1  tuzzo  was  manned  by  250  to  300  me.r  ;r  a’  ’  -cr  's 

r ume r  ;  r a  ;  ]  >••  equ  i '-'al  en  t  to  one  under  st'^'ergrr  3e'"'ar  tatta'  :  or  or 
one  and  one  hal -f  companies  o-f  American  i  r,  an  t  -  y  •  Because  c:~  the 
terrain,  poor  c  omimun  i  c  a  t  i  on  s  and  lack  o-f  cor**  o'  ,  at  r-  =  ^ 'igl  e 
time  during  the  fi'ue  day  battle  d-d  the  Artier  ;  cans  throw  as  mar-, 
troops  into  action  on  Monte  Al tuzzo  as  did  the  defende"s. 


A ’  *  h  ou  gh  or  c  e d  t  o  br  i  n  g  up  v  ar  i  ou  s  n  on  -  i  n  t  an  t  y  units  ^  or 
-■a  ■  r -tor  cemsn  t ,  the  local  Gerrr;an  commander  had  decided  to  “clc 
Monte  A1  tuzro  and  the  mountains  on  the  east  and  :/.<est  o-t  the  5  ego 
Pass.  with  all  the  strength  they  could  muster.  On  3  SepteiriOer  each 
soldier  in  the  12th  Parachute  Regiment,  4th  Parachute  D^'-'lsion, 
h-ad  receiued  orders  that  the  position  uias  to  be  held  to  the  1  .ast 
.Tisn  despite  lack  o-f  supplies  and  intensive  artillery  or  mortar 
■fire.  Only  on  authority  of  the  company  co-mmande  r  m  A  y  t  *"1  e  p  o  s  t  :  o  n 
be  -abandonded.  The  message  was  clear,  their  ob..iect'’-e  ■■  las  to  hold 
the  Gothic  Line, 

E .  COURSES  OF  ACTION; 


1  .  Friendly  Course  oi  Action: 

a.  The  initial  course  o-f  action  was  a  II  Corps  coordinated 
attack  with  the  34th  Division  on  the  lett,  Rlst  Division  in  the 
cer ter  and  S5th  Division  making  the  main  attack  on  the  right  to 
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t  of  11  September 
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tse't  -appr  o>:  i  m-a  te  1  y  2,000  yards  south  .o-^  ‘lent  ce’’  '  and  ‘'lor  te 
ituzcc.  Since  st'tt  opposition  had  ■failed  to  deve'op,  the  II 
Corps  commander  kept  the  S5th  Divi  s  i  on  ;r  reserve  and  c.rde'"ed  the 
■“'1st  D  ■  V  i  s  i  or  to  continue  its  attack  tr  e  ne-t  morning.  Its 
objective  was  to  advance  as  tar  as  Dossib’e  tci'.va-d  the  two 


dominating  peak-a.  The  9l  =  t  Div-'ision  '  aijnchea  its  12  'BsptsT.be- 
attack  in  tne  ear-’'/  morning  •.■■■>•  th  the  36-3d  In-tan  tr-v  mai-'  ■  r  g  the 
main  e-t-fort  up  Highway  6524  to  capture  Monticei  1  i  an-d  Tonte 
iHltuzzo.  While  the  1st  Battalion  kept  pressure  on  the  enemy  on 
the  le-ft  flank,  the  3d  Battalion  attempted  to  seize  the  two 
'Ob.i  ec  t  i  ves  .  Company  K  pushed  toward  Mon  t  ;  ce  ■  '  •  ;  Company  I  t<oi.'iar  a 
Ponte  Predda  along  the  highway  between  the  tvjo  mour  ta  ^  n  s ;  and 
Corripany  L  towards  Monte  Altuzzo.  Gerrrian  resi -stance  stiffened, 
an<d  ne  '  then  'Of  the  diyision's  attacking  regirrients  got  farther 
than  the  enemys"  outpost  positions. 
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advance  as  far  as  possible  before  the  S5th  D'viS’on  launched 
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be  fore 
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O  “•  d  r  1?  !  j  t 

o  h 

?  '  t  its 

attac!--.  He  be!  ieved,  however,  that  un  i  r,  ter  r  i^p  ted  cressur-e 
against  the  enemy  was  necessary  unt'l  tlie  S5th  D  v  !  s  i  on  took  o'-'er 


the  main  effort 


though  both  courses  ot  action  were  -feasib’e,  the  proper  ste.-^r 
and  cortimand  work"  l•■■)a.s  not  dcre  p-- 1  o'  to  execution.  Tq  et-fect 
passage  o-f  1  ires,  when  the  unit  to  be  passed  throua*"  s  act  .'e’r 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  is  a  uery  di'f-ficult  operat'on.  Enough 
con-^us'on  existed  without  adding  more  unnece  ssa.'"  ’  v  .  tkc  :Jc 
SattaJ'on,  363d  In-fantry  Regiment,  which  was  attacking,  was 
d  •  SO"  gan  i  zed ,  had  not  yet  captured  its  objectives,  and  the 
’ocation  of  the  -forward  companies  was  not  known.  35*h 

Division  then  was  expected  to  make  a  passage  c-f  i  ines.  w.th  a 
sh  i -f  t  o-f  boundaries  -for  the  91st  Division,  and  continue  f’le 
attack  w’thout  loss  o-f  momentum.  There  are  thf-^e  al  te"r at  i ',>es  tc 
thif  actual  executed  course  of  action.  First,  commit  ail  three 
divisions  at  a  known  1  -.ne  or  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  II 
Corps  attack.  Second,  would  be  to  give  the  9i«.  t  Division 
objectives  short  of  the  Gothic  Line,  in  order  to  insure  that  they 
would  be  on  a  known  line  ready  for  a  passage  of  lines.  Finally, 
the  il  Corps  comrriander  could  have  delayed  the  attack  one  day. 

2 .  Enemy  Ccur  ses  of  Action; 
a.  Hold  Gothic  Line  to  the  last  man. 

o.  Reinforce  the  Gothic  i  ine  wi  th  raserva  ■•■orces  of  the  9th 
F'  a"  ac  h u  t  a  D  ■  :  on  . 

c.  Withdraw  -^I'om  the  Gothic  Line. 

d.  T'-e  first  two  courses  of  action  are  -teas'b''e.  But  -“^rom  the 
cutset  the  numbers  were  not  on  the  side  of  the  Ge'-mans.  Ir  ■•■•.las  a 
matter  of  time  and  time  is  what  beat  the  German s. 


IV  the  FIGH-^ 


A .  Disposition  0-*  Forces  *. 

Esrlv  on  13  September,  the  German  -force  had  establ  ished  '  ts  main 
’ire  o-f  de-fense  o-f  the  Gothic  Line  along  the  Arno  •^ive'',  about 
eight  miles  north  o-f  Florence.  A-fter  chasing  the  enerr^y  through 
S'Jcce-=  5  i  ve  withdrawals,  the  Fi-fth  U.S.  Army  was  now  poised  to 
enter  the  critical  phase  o-f  its  planned  o-f-fensiue  to  reach  the  Po 
■■■'a  I  ley.  The  I!  Corps  was  to  be  the  main  e-f-fort  and  had  di''ected 
the  95th  DiMision  up  on  its  right  -f  1  ar a  on  the  previous  night  to 
conduct  the  main  attack  in  the  II  Corps  rone.^ 

The  S5th  Division  was  deployed  directly  in  -front  o-*^  i-lorte 
Altuzzc.  The  91  st  Division,  in  the  center  o-f  the  II  Corps  zone, 
was  -facing  Monte  Calvi,  and  the  34th  D, -vision,  on  the  le-ft,  was 
opposite  Monte  Frassino.  The  85th  Division,  assigned  a.  narrow 
zone  east  o-f  Highway  8524,  was  deployed  with  the  338th  In-fantry 
Regiment  on  the  le-ft,  the  339th  In-fantry  Regiment  on  tne  *  i  gh  t , 
•and  the  337th  In-fantry  Regiment  in  reserve.  The  SSSt*-.  I  an  try  . 
'■•lith  a  rria.Jcr  portion  o-f  the  II  Corps  objective  in  i  *:  a  zone,  was 
■daployed  with  two  battal  ions  abreast,  2d  Batta’  on  or  t'-e  'e-^t 
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iiugijsr,  benerai -*^0’ dmarscha  1  ]  Albert  Kesse’ring  had  d'v^aior? 

I'.  tha  central  sector  north  o-f  Florence.  The  4t:--  -a.rac'‘Lte 
Division  on  Highway  65  had  been  -fianked  on  the  iciest  oy  f'-e  2Ff: 
Panzer  Grenadier  and  the  26th  Panzer  Oi visions  and  on  the  east  by 
the  356th  and  7i5th  Grenadier  Divisions.  3y  10  Seat ember  three 
o-f  the  -fi’^e  divisions  had  been  moved  to  the  Adriatic  Coast.  The 
4th  Parachute  and  the  715th  Grennadier  Di'-'isions  were  -forced  tc 
extend  their  already  long  -fronts.  The  4th  ParachL-i'e  D  ■  ,  i  a :  or 
alone  was  responsible  for  most  of  the  II  Corps  attack  zone.  The 
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area.®  Additional  problems  arose  from  the  fact  that  the 

Dcundary  between  the  German  Fourteenth  and  Tenth  Armies,  also  the 
boundary  between  4th  Parachute  and  "^ISth  Grenadie--  Div  siors, 
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uppor  t 

f  r  om 

one  Corps  fiel 

group.  Support  for  the  95  th  Division  si  so  irr’ude 
105rmrrj  howitzer  battalions  of  the  88th  Division.  For 
:  ou n  t  e r  ba  1 1  e r  y  fire  a.n d  p  ar  t  i  c u  1  ar  1  y  f  or  t  '•■  e  lAjor  K  of  i-:' 
the  strongly  reinforced  enemy  bunkers  and  pillboxe 

-  I e 1 d  Ar  t i 1 1 e r  y  Gr  ou  p ,  c  on  s i s  t i n  g  of  two  ba  1 1  a ’  i on 
section)  of  249-mm  how  iters,  three  sections  of  S-incn  guns,  anc 
■two  battalions  of  1 55-mm  guns,  provided  general  support  a' ong  the 
iyihde  Corps  front.  As  soon  as  the  engineers  opened  up  Highways 
■t5  and  6521  the  long-range  artillery  moved  into  pos  trons  around 
the  V  i  ’  1  age  of  Uagl  i  a  on  11  September  wh  i  ’  e  the  bulk  of  mediurt; 
range  corps  artillery  was  concentrated  closer  to  the  S  eve  River. 

—  r  str  ;  ps  for  the  art  i  ’  1  ery  observat  '  on  pi  anes  a  1  so  i-vere  ;  ocatec 

the  Sieve  'v'a,  1  By  12  Septemiber  th*  cCm-os  a 


a  ■■■  t  1  ■  e  u  n 

;  ts 

.=(, 

mi  O'-'  e 

d  into  h 

"  1  n  g  p  c  =  1  t 
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I.V el  ’  under 

D  e  s  p  t  e  the 

Sh 

or  t  age 

of 

front-l 1 

'  ne  hr  OOP'S 

mission  of  the  4th  Parachute  Div:si-on  was  to  hold  ta 
de  Gcthir  Line  a-s  long  as  its  limited  resources  ■.•lou’d  pe 
The  fT;  i  ss !  on  of  the  Fifth  U.S.  Army  was  to  breach  the  Go 


D’"’ S' r  i  T;  ci  or  c 6  s  j  on  t  ct  the*  'do t h  •  c  L  i  n ^  >.■>  .  •  sp  ^ 

■'■'5  r-f  Si?' zing  control  o-f  H  i  ghwiv  *524,  th?  Ti?  :  n 
?.nc  only  ro-sd  in  th?  area,  and  opening  the  I''  G'OOO  ~a=- 
1st  Division  i.'jas  to  secure  -''or, te  Mont'ce!  ’  :  to  pr?'.' 
;  c  t  i  on  along  Highway  *524.  A  supporting  attaev  on  t*-? 
was  assigned  to  the  34th  D  ' '  cn  .  The  ti  I  ss  :  on  c>  t  "  a  3 
o"  was  to  pass  through  the  91st  Diyision,  secure  "'ho 
o,  and  seize  Monte  '.'er''uca  and  H  ■  ohi.M,a>'  6524  to 


A 

85  th 

D  i  V  i  s  i 

•—  '  < 

on 

ot 

the  33 

='th 

n 

the  east . 

Th 

he 

3*3d 

I  n*a" 

t  r  y 

a  on  the  east.  The  333th  !ri-farit--y  RegiT-ent  '■■•vas  to  ■: 

.  / 
h  the  3*3d  In*a"try  Regiment,  91st  Division  a'd  sec 

Ai tuzzo  and  Highway  *524  to  the  west.  The  2d  Batta’  on 

the  mission  to  seize  Highway  *524  betiween  Monte  Mortice 

ionte  Al  tuzzo.  T*-,?  1st  Battal  ion  was  to  seize  and  sec 

A 1 tuzzo.  i  2 


iOO  hours  on  12  Septerr;ber  1944,  the  sold  ers  c*  t‘'e  3^ 
Rp g  .  ime n  t  .  S5 1 h  I  n -f  an  1 1-  >■  D  ’  'i  i  =.  i  on  s tar  ted  a  t we  l  '■■■  e  rr 

forced  rriarch,  under  -fu’'  rack,  to  arr  ,  at  ^ 

1 V  a  r  a  a  s  ~  o  r  a  0  *  0  C  a  1 1  a  c  k  o  n  13  c  e  p  t  e  r.  b  e  r  1  v  4  4  , 

I  Corps  Dlan  called  tor  the  33Sth  In-ta^try  to  be  the  t 

the  attack  to  secure  the  c r  !  t  i  o a '  I  ’  '3  :  ci g c  F a  =  o  . 
d  In  tan  try,  9 1st  In  tan  try  Division  .jas  to  attaiv  to:.'.' a'd 
zzc  until  stODoed  by  the  enemy.  At  that  time,  the  3' 


inT*n’:-/'  ’:o  p5.3s  ’inrougr.  ana  ccntiiija  the  attaci<  no'th  t'  the 

Po  ya'  1  e.'-  . 

"''he  worpE  p ’■  an  inadequate  because  ■  t  -fa.  led  to  pn  ov  ae  clear 

instructions.  There  were  no  lines  of  departure,  no  ocntact 
co'nts,  and  most  Important,  no  passage  points  for  the  Pory-jard 
passage  of  lines.  The  plan  was  further  confused  by  a 
ri !  s  u  de  r  s  t  an  d  '  n  9  o-t  the  91st  Division  regard!  nq  passaqe  of  the 
BS*"";,  This  confusion  was  possib'x  caused  b>  lack  of  c’arit/  in 
tde  Corps  p’an. 

■^he.  CCS'th  Inrantrv  attacked  at  0600,  13  September  IvUd,  :.'j;th  the 
2d  Batta’  ion,  commanded  b.---  Lt  Col  Cole,  on  the  left  aCcng  h-ghway 
652^^  to  take  point  770  enrcute  to  Giogo  Pass.  The  1st  Ba. ttal  ion 
on  the  night,  unden  Lt  Col  Jackson,  was  to  make  the  maun  attack 
to  secure  Monte  A1  tuzzo  (Hill  •?2-6>  .  In  reserve  was  the  3d 
Sattal ion,  under  Maj .  Lysle  E.  Kelley,  with  the  mission  to  follow 
the  1st  Battalion  and,  on  order,  pass  through  the  1st  Battalion 
and  continue  the  attack  northeast  to  objectives  two  miles  beyond 
the  II  Giogo  Pass. 

"^he  men  of  the  let  Battal  ion  arrived  Just  before  rri  i  dn  s  gh  t  on  the 
I2th.  They  dug  in  quickly  and  tried  to  get  some  sleep  before  the 
morn  I  ng  attack.  At  0^30,  Company  A,  1st  Battal  ion,  rSS  I'-antr.' 
was  a^jakened  for  a.  h  ration  breakfast  and  prepared  for  tne  060C 
at'ack.  "I’he/  still  d:d  not  krowi  ti'e  '  Cne  z-*  departure  or  the 
'  oc  a  t  ;  or.  of  the  363d  Infantry,  91st  Division,  through  whomi  they 
I'.ie re  t o  p  a. ss  . 

""he  0600  a.  ttac'”'  was  spearheaded  b.y  the  2d  Platoon,  Company  m,  i  st 
Batta’  '  on ,  33Sth  Infantry.  The  platoon  was  moved  out  s'nqle  f^e 


/tC' 


m 

t.  f,V- 


In  more  o+  a  reconnaissance  than  an  attack  -formation.  At  DSOO, 
the  p’atcon  came  under  -fire  -from  enemy  positions  on  Hi’’  7S2 . 
The  action  took  approK i mate  1 y  one  hour  with  the  2d  ? ’ atoon  ta-ino 
•four  wounded. 


During  the  action,  artillery  support  was  requested  and  denied 
becau'Se  the  location  of  Company  L,  363d  In-*^a.ntry  was  'unknown. 


The  2d  Platoon  resumed  its  aduance  and  immediately  came  under- 
attack  by  120-mrrt  mortars.  The  platoon  changed  d  i  nec  t  ■  to  use  a 
mor  e  c ou e r  e d  route.  Corrimu n  i  c a  t  i  on s  w  i  t  h  the  c omp  an  y  h  e  adq  u ar  tens 


was  lost  at  this  point.  It  was  partially  restored  at  lOOO.  "l^hey 
cont.nued  to  move  until  approximately  ZlOC  when  they  paused  to 
eat  a  K  ration  lunch. 


After  lunch  they  continued  the  "attack".  They  closed  to  iwit.nin 
approximately  five  hundred  yards  of  Hill  926  when  they  came  under- 
intense  rifle  and  machine  oun  fire  from  three  directions.  At 


1345,  after  mou i ng  the  platoon  back  out  of  direct  danger,  the 
platoon  leader  requested  artillery  support.  This  t ’ me ,  seuen 
hours  and  -^ifty  minutes  into  the  battle,  it  was  finally  approved. 


The  artillery  fired  was  not,  for  f'-e  most  part,  fired 


I  r  C  -  U-r-i? 


s-jpoort,  but  rather  in  the  enemy's  rea!"-  area.  This  ivas  also  true 
of  the  close  air  support  which  arrived  at  tnis  *•  rT.e  .  "’’he  on  ’  y 


Supporting  weapons  which  fired  in 


i-u  p  p  or  t  of  t  h e  ■  n  f  ar;  t  r  >■ 


vie  re  the  tank  and  tank  destroyer  units  -..-.ihici-  p’r-ced  direct  f  'e 
upon  severa’  of  the  bunkers  blocking  the  2d  Platoons  advance. 

At  :  V’3Ci  the  platoon  again  rrioved  out.  After  ad-'arc'ng  -f  -ft;,  to 
one  hundred  yards,  miore  bunkers  and  mol's  i3errr,ans  vjere 
encountered.  The  platoon  successfully  defeated  the  first  of 


.  r.  y. 


N  -■ 


these 


approaching  and  no  o’'ders  had 


bu  t  as  n  I  gh  t  wjas  rap  i  d1  >' 
been  receiued,  the  three  platoon  leaders,  in  the  absence  or  the 
comp  an  V  commander  who  didn't  show  up  until  22iC' ,  decided  to 
withdraw  slightly  and  dig  in  -for  the  night.  When  the  company 
commander  -finally  arrived,  he  expressed  d  i  sappo  i  n  tmien  t  that  they 
had  not  advanced  -farther.  Yet,  throughout  the  da./  when 


c  c>r’;rT!  u  n 

i c  a  t i on  s  were  lacking,  he 

n  ever  v  e  n  t  u  r  e  d 

f  or 

-A r d  to  t -a K e 

charge 

o-f  the  s  i  tu  at  i  on  . 

Cine  p 

1 atoon  was  committed  to  the 

cautious  "attac 

k " 

that  was  the 

1 1  Co 

rps  main  e-f-fort.  By  the 

end  o-f  the  day 

on 

13  SepterT'ber 

I9i4, 

the  1st  Battalion,  338 th 

In -fan  try  had 

sus 

ta i ned  abou  c 

tij.  .ieri  ty 

casualties,  located  sorrie 

o-f  the  enemy 

po 

s i t i ons  ,  and 

•f  a  i  led 

to  take  its  ob.;  e c  t  i  v e  . 

The  attacks  o-f  14  September  1944  were  planned  to  proceed  as  on 
the  13th  except  that  Company  B  was  not  to  -follow  Company  A.  It 
was  to  attack  up  the  western  ridge  in  coordination  with  an  attack 
by  Comipany  A  up  the  eastern  ridge.  The  two-pronged  attack  i...ias  to 
H.' ;  cK  o-f-*  once  Company  B  was  abreast  c-f  Compan/  A,  with  the 


c  oor  d i n  a  t i 

on  to  take 

place  by 

r  a  d  i  o . 

There 

was  to 

be  no 

ar  t  i  1  1  e  r  y 

preparation; 

however  , 

a  r  t  i  1  1  e  r  y 

w as  t o 

be  on  ca 

11  -frcm 

H-Hour  mi 

n  u  s  10  m 1 n  u  t 

e-3  .  Once 

again  the 

ar  t  i  :  ’ 

e  r  y  i.m  .a  -s  t 

o  place 

har  ./ss  :  ng 

-fire  beh  i 

nd  the  enemy  to 

d ' sr  u  p 

t  e  n  e  m  rein 

r  C'“  “  ^ 

and  resuDp 

1  V. 

U  C'!Ti  p  5.  n  A 

was  still 

dug  in  Just  -shor 

o 

c 

1 1  7S2  on  th 

A  A  t  *  r  r: 

'  e  U-'' 

u  r i n  g  the 

early  hours  o-f 

the 

14th,  the 

:  c.TiTi  5.  r e  *'■ 

A  1 1 emp  ted 

to  talk 

to  battalion  and 

Comp an 

y  A  ui  1  t  h  O  u  t 

■=■ '  j  c  r  *  ■=  =  . 

New  batteries  -for  the  radio  -failed  to  cure  the  problem.  Wir-e  was 


atterr<ptea,  but  was  knocked  out  by  enemy  rriortar  and  artM’.ery  fire 
a'most  as  soon  as  it  was  strung, 

■^he  company  commander,  Captain  Robert  A.  King,  decided  to  k'ck 
the  attack  as  planned  even  without  communications.  At  0500, 
14  September,  Company  A  moved  out  with  two  platoons  abreast  up 
the  slope  o-f  Hill  782.  As  it  was  very  dark,  both  platoons  were 
in  close  column.  Twice  during  early  moverrient  the  platoons  saw 
small  enemy  patrols  along  the  skyline  about  twen  tr-t  > ‘^e  /ards 
awiay.  Both  times  they  withdrewi  slightly  to  choose  a  new  route, 
saying  that  they  were  anxious  to  avoid  a  -tire-fight. 

-  -fewi  yards  -farther  up  the  hill  the  platoons  ran  into  sone  ’  ow 
-strung  barbed  wire.  As  they  were  passing  through  the  wire,  they 
/.lere  challenged  by  a  German  -sentry.  The  platoons  hit  the  ground, 
and  in  the  ensuing  -fire-fight,  the  Germans  replied  with  all  types 
o-f  -sn-ial  1  arms,  hand  grenades  and  mortars.  Because  o-f  the  intense 
enemy  -fire,  the  steepness  o-f  the  terrain,  wihich  limited  the 
return  fire,  and  the  lack:  of  communications  for-  the  ca’ling  of 
artillery  support,  the  platoons  withdrew.!  to  the  start  positions. 
Comparry  A  remained  there  throughout  the  rest  of  the  da-.-,  -st  :  ’ 
•out  of  corrimun  I  cat  i  on-5  w.iith  battalion. 


A 21  30  ,  13  Sept embe r  , 


any  B  rtioved  out  to  prepare  for  a  daw 


up  the  'western 


>f  Mor  t  e  A  :  t  -j  r  0  O' . 


c  'orrip  an  ;> 


0  Cirrin-!.a  n  Pe '  ,  Captain  Maurice  E.  Reab-ody,  h  a.'O  r.  .;'t  asae-p  for  ou-ces 
-‘^.r  om  C'Ompany  A  because  he  thought  "...oh,  I  ',m  a-n  c’d  "-unter  -  I 
OS'--  :  r.i-ss."  Several  hours  later,  he  .and  the  -entire  oomp.en-.-  we-e 
’  O'St  son-'ewhera  on  the  southern  -slopes  of  Monte  A’  tuzzoi.  ScTiet  .r-e 
after  midnight,  the  company  cotTirrianoei*-  called  for  t-..io  snoae  ncjn-.o-; 


ori  peaK  o-f  Monte  A1  tuzzo.  ''"hey  were  fired,  but  tine  corrip&ny 

: ou Id  on  1 y  f a i n 1 1 y  h e ar  their  i mp act  and  c ou 1 d  see  n o thing. 

Insp  j  te  of  the  fact  that  CoTTipiany  A  was  cut  of  ccfrrrriun  i  cat  i  ons  and 
Company  B  lost,  the  battalion  S-3  reported  to  regiment,  and 
regiment  in  turn  reported  to  di'.'ision,  that  the  1st  Battalion 
Controlled  Hill  926  v-iith  Company  A  on  the  left  and  Company  S  on 
the  right.  Not  only  did  they  not  control  Hill  926,  but  Company  A 

was  on  the  right  and  Company  B  was  lost  somewhere  on  the  left. 

Daylight  twas  fast  approachfng  when  the  Company  B  commander- 
finally  selected  the  correct  ridge  and  started  his  men  up  it. 
T*". ey  -scor  encountered  barbed  wi^e  and  as  the:*-'  i-Mer-e  passing 
through  they  were  engaged  with  small  arms,  machine  guns  and  hand 
grenades.  During  the  -short  firefight  a  German  -soldier  sur-r- endec. 
He  told  the  Americans  that  the  nidge  ahead  was  mined  on  the  left 
and  right,  but  was  clear-  in  the  center.  This  i  nf  ormiat  i  on  pr-oued 

to  be  true  and  saved  the  company  considerable  time  moving  up  the 


The  2d  Platoon,  fol lowed  by  the  3rd  Platoon,  moved  rap:dly  up  the 
nidge  fightinq  pockets  of  scattered  German  resistance  until  it 
reached  a  point  overlooking  Highway  652*11.  At  that  point  a  lone 
German  tank  iMas  spotted  or.  the  highway  and  fired  on  twiice  b:/  the 
bazc.oka  .mar  of  the  company  without  -succe-s-s.  The  'lank  .■'■i  ■  thdrew. 

A-s  tne  2d  ^latoon  reached  an  open  r  ■  cge ,  ’  ■ite’'  ca.i'e-c  '^'eaoodiy- 
r  i  dge  ,  the  Germians  coun  ter-at  tacked  w.  th  appi’ o.-- i  mi.a-.e  '  *ort>- 
s-c'idiers.  The  Gerrrians  were  ver  *  accurate  wiit*-.  the  '  r  hard 


grena.des  hicwever- ,  the;>  lAiere  conc-ss-cn  type  grenades  and  -"au-sed 
1  ittle  damage.  The  combined  firepower  of  the  2c  ano  3r-d  Platoons 


■firially  repulsed  the  counterattack.  Both  sides  had  sustained 
seuenal  casualties.  As  a  result  o-t  the  '.nr.ar.se  exchange, 
amrriuri  i  t  i  on  was  running  low.  More  was  requested  -tron  battalion. 

The  platoon  attempted  to  move  -forward  again  and  was  -soon  met  with 
the  second  German  counterattack.  This  attack  was  also 
success-f ul  1  y  defeated.  The  platoon  was  now  so  low  on  ammunition 
that  those  that  were  still  alive  were  taking  the  ammunition  -from 
the  dead. 

The  third  German  counterattack  came  shortly  a-fter  noon.  This  was 
a  smaller  attack  which  was  soon  repulsed.  Morale  in  the  -forward 
platoons  was  -fading  rap-dly  as  a  result  o-f  the  '■■epeated 
co'jn  te*- at  tacks ,  lack  o-f  ammunition  and  rising  number  c-f  wounded 
and  dead.  Approximately  ten  walking  wounded  stripped  to  the 
waist,  unarmed  and  carrying  a  white  -flag,  were  allowed  by  the 
Germans  to  walk  down  the  hill  and  out  o-f  the  -fight. 

The  -fourth  and  strongest  counterattack  was  then  launched  by  the 
Germans.  The  platoons  started  to  withdraw  without  orders.  About 
-fifteen  men  withdrew.  Nobody  knew  how  many  remained  and  were 
captured.  Another  fifteen  men  were  seen  to  throw  down  their 
weapons,  construct  a  white  flag  of  toilet  paper,  and  surrender. 
^Some  of  the  company's  better  soldiers  were  angered  by  this  and 
■•■;anteci  tc  kill  those  that  were  surrendering.  A  sergeant  on  the 
scene  would  not  allow  them  to  fire. 

About  1  o50  ,  the  artillery  fixed  large  amounts  of  unobserved  -f  ■  r  e 
along  the  r  i  dge  between  Company  B  and  the  pea-:  of  '-onte  -It-cco. 

A  short  time  later,  the  company  began  to  withdraw,  leav-r.^  most 
of  their  wounded  on  the  hill  ,  b;>'  order  of  Capt  Beabody.  Shortly 


ii 


T. 


•a-fter  l'?00,  the  company  had  sa-faly  withdrawn  and  sar,  t 

litter-bearers  back  to  rescue  the  wounded. 

Th '  s  was  a  heroic  -fiyht  mostly  lead  bv  the  NCO's.  The  o-ftice-s 
above  platoon  level  -failed  to  become  involved  in  the  -fighting 
even  when  communications  had  broken  down  to  the  point  where  the 
leadership  was  needed  forward. 

Qn  a  personal  note,  one  participant  in  this  phase  of  tne  oatt'e 
was  interviewed  by  telephone  in  preparation  of  th i s  analysis, 
"ryf.  James  E.  Stokesbury ,  who  was  a  recon  NCO  in  the  SSSth's 
i^ntitank  Company,  was  involved  in  a  portion  of  the  action  on 
Peabody  Pidge.  He  says  "we  were  told  that  2d  E’atta'  ion's  5 
Company  was  having  a  rough  time  taking  Altuzro.  I  was  told  to  go 
up  the  ridge  and  see  if  it  would  be  possible  to  get  some  57  mm 
guns  up  to  therri.  Upon  arriving  at  Company  B's  position,  I 

immediately  got  pinned  down  as  they  were  taking  heavy  fire.  I 
was  able  to  return  to  regimental  headquarters  and  reported  that 
it  was  not  feasible  to  move  57  mm-‘s  iwith  prime  movers  up  that 
terrain.  The  big  question  at  the  headquarters  was  "where  is 
CorTipany  B?"  The  last  anyone  had  heard  they  lAiere  on  the  crest  arc 
needed  ammo,  food  and  reinforcements.  But  no  one  Knew  for  sure 
'•ihere  they  were.  Since  I  had  just  been  there,  !  was  asKec  tc 
lead  a  detail  back  up.  I  returned  up  the  h •  ,  -gu.d  no  abou  t  twi.o 

platoons  of  infantry  with  food  and  amirr^un  i  t  i  on  .  Uhen  I  get  there, 

things  were  fairly  quiet.  Staff  Sergeant  George  D,  Keath’ey 
seemed  to  be  in  charge.  He  said  that  I  had  done  my  ob  and  ccuic 
go  back  dowm  and  get  som.e  rest.  B>  that  time  I  was  exhausted  and 

decided  to  stay  and  oe  t  somie  sleen  r  i  oh  t  there.  This  iwas.  a  b  i  c 


dec i ded  to 


and  get  sorrie 


right  there. 


Th  I  s  i-vas  a 


mi  St  ak* , 


because 


the  Germans  soon  counterattacked. 


or  three 

attacks,  the  last  one  be 

ing  the  worst. 

*  ^ 
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^ 

•-  w 

hand  to 

hand  fighting.  I  lost 

a  miputhfiji 

Of 

t  e  e  t  n  n 

:■-(  e 

encounter 

with  a  German  after  I  ran  out  of  ammio. 

A  t 

one  sta'pe 

!  n 

the  fighting  I  was  accompanying  S 

ergear.  t  Keathle 

’.iho  as  d’P 

■  "‘9 

from’  P’osi 
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k  i  ’  ’  ed  and  later  got  the  Medal  o-f  Honor." 

C .  '  Ma.ior  Phases  o-f  the  Battle; 

The  next  ’'-fourth^  assault  against  Monte  A1  tuzzo  on  15  Septembe'' 
was  to  bring  the  farthest  advance  yet  on  the  main  nidge.  The 
attack  was  led  by  two  platoons  abreast:  the  2d  ^^1  a  toon  of  Comp  any 
A,  i  ed  by  2rid  Lieutenant  Harry  R.  GresharT;,  and  the  1st  Platoon  of 
Company  C,  led  by  1st  Lieutenant  Uilliam  S.  Corey.  After-  the  1st 
Battalion  commander  gave  the  warning  order  for  the  attack,  the 
Company  A  commander,  Captain  King,  understood  his  mission  to  be 
the  aggressive  capture  of  Hill  926,  while  1st  Lieutenant  Redding 
C.  Souder,  comimander  of  Company  C,  felt  h;s  rrnssion  was  merely  a. 
developing  moverrient  and  did  not  believe  his  men  wiere  be'og  cal’ed 
upon  for  an  all-out  effort  to  secure  the  objective.  Ect'"  p’ a  toon 
leaders  were  to  reflect  the  respective  ppinicrs-  c-^  then 
c  omrrian  der  s  . 

e  infantry  asssault  was  preceded  b>  an  extensi'-a  art'llery 
preparation  designed  to  soften  the  entire  mountain  pcs;  t  ion.  '^he 
reserve  <  3d  Battal'on,  33Sth  Infantry^  moved  to  '  :24. 
which  it  wias  to  follow  Companies  A  and  C  closely  a.r  d  p-ass  f*  rough 


tnem  after  capture  of  Hill  926  (Map  I>. 


Lieutenart  Gresham  mo'->ed 


his  men  -forward  at  0830  -from  the  ■ 
position  on  the  southwest  -finger  o-f  Hi’.’  732,  under  c-o'^er  o-f  the 
preliminary  artillery  barrage  which  began  at  the  same  time. 
Supported  by  this  artillery  -fire,  the  leading,  men  o-f  Compan.es  A 
and  C  reached  the  peak  of  HHl  782  without  d  i -f-f  ■  cu  ’  ty ,  and  the 
two  platoon  leaders  (Gresham  and  Corey>  joined  -forces  at  that 
point.  Because  the  ridge  line  was  too  narrow  -for  two  platoons  to 
moue  abreast.  the  two  lieutenants  decided  *hat  2d  Platoon  o-f 
CorTipany  A  would  lead  the  way,  single  -file,  -followed  b>'  1st 
Platoon  o-f  Company  C. 

smoke  screen  was  established  by  0930  frorri  the  supporting  -fire 
o-f  the  329th  Field  Artillery  Battalion  which  severely  limited 
Ge'^man  observation.  A-fter  moving  under-  this  smioKe  screen  about 
seventy— five  yards  beyond  Hill  782  to  the  next  rise  on  the  ridge 
line  (Knob  1),  the  2d  Platoon,  Company  A  was  hit  by  enemy  -fire 
■for  the  -first  time.  After  neutralizing  this  German  rriachine  gun 
nest,  Lieutenant  Gresham  passed  another  squad  forwar.d  toward  the 
bound,  a  rock  formation  on  the  next  rise  on  the  r i dge  line  (Knob 
2).  Enemy  resistance  increased  as  the  assaulting  elemients  had 
finally  hit  the  east  anchor  of  the  Gerrriar  rria  i  n  ’ire  of 
_ ’•es  i  stance  ,  which  extended  northwest  around  the  upper  end  of  the 
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b  sequent  f 

rc-fa’  and 

f ’ ank i 
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(wh i ch  were  charac  ter : zed 
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G  e  r  Ti  a  n  s 
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counterattack  that  was  success-f  u  1  ’  >  repulsed. 

During  this  phase  o-f  the  attac!*-,  the  ‘st  Platoon  c-f  CcrriDany  D  (on 
the  southwest  slope  o-f  Knob  2)  was  hit  by  shellfire.  !=^ired  from 
e ' ther  artil’ery  or  a  direct-fire  weapon  such  as  a  tank  or  tank 
destroyer,  the  shell  killed  six  men,  including  the  squad  leader 
of  the  2d  Squad,  and  wounded  two  others.  Uihateuer  the  weapon, 
everybody  agreed  that  it  was  American,  not  German.  Although  or  1  >• 
•a  single  round  had  struck  Lieutenant  Corey's  platoon,  the 
resulting  confusion  and  the  belief  that  it  was  friendly  fire  had 
a  demoralising  effect  upon  those  who  survived.  This  demoralizing 
effect  was  evjidenced  by  the  hasty,  i  1  1 -coord  ■  rate  c  arc  Homewihs  t 
emba."r  ass  i  ng  withdrawal  of  the  1st  Platoon,  which  abandoned  ts 
position  and  fell  back  to  the  saddle  between  Knob  1  and  Knob  2, 
thirty-five  yards  to  the  rear  of  Comipany  A's  2d  Platoon.  (Some 
elements  of  Company  C's  1st  Platoon  had  in  fact  withdrawin  as  far 
back  as  the  southwestern  slope  of  Hill  782). 

This  unexpected  development  left  Lieutenant  Gresham's  platoon 
somewhat  isolated  and  vulnerable  to  a  German  counterattack,  which 
was  attempted  on  the  platoon's  left  rear  flank  from  the  western 
slope  of  Knob  2  which  had  just  been  abandoned  by  Corey's  platoon. 
After  some  close  combat  with  this  coun  ter  at  tack  — -;q  -cmce.  the  2d 

Pl  atoon  drove  the  Gerrrians  back  up  the  i  dge  . 

0 

The  supporting  platoons  of  Company  A  and  Corripar.v  C  *emia  red  aloof 
from  the  battie,  occupying  concealed  positions  behind  the  peak  of 
M:  ’  ’  732  (see  Map  14)  .  The  narro'': ,  exposed  route  advanced 
iMest  of  the  rria  i  n  ridge  1  Ine  and  the  sheer  drop-off  on  the  easterri 
siooe  left  no  room  for  the  deployment  of  rrore  mien.  Thay  could 


_4j_ 


not  provide  supporting  tire  i-v  i  t  h  ou  t  t  aK  i  n  9  the  c  r  an  c  e  0+  h  .  1 1  :  n  9 
the  assault  troops. 

To  liberally  add  Insult  to  injury,  a  cry  passed  up  to  Lieutenant 
Corey  and  his  platooon  <which  had  already  abandoned  its  ■? on.'-iar d 
positions)  to  withdraw.  Making  no  e  +  -fort  to  check  the  message. 
Lieutenant  Corey  assumed  it  was  authentic  and  promptly  corripl’ed, 
much  to  the  subsequent  chagrin  or  his  company  comrriander , 
Lieutenant  Souder.  This  o-f  course  le-ft  Lieutenant  Gf'es'.am  s  2c 
Platoon  in  a  completely  vulnerable  position  or  Knob  2,  ar d  he  had 
no  choice  but  to  withdraw  his  platoon  as  well ,  which  was  done  in 
a  lAiel  1 -org.in  i  ced  and  orderly  -fashion.  These  actions  were 
subsequentl  y  rati-fied  by  both  company  comirriar. der s ,  as  wel'  as  Lt 
Cel  Jackson. 

This  phase  o-f  the  battle  -for  Monte  A1  tuzzo  was  more  than  Just 
another  entry  on  a  growing  list  o-f  tactical  -failures,  because  the 
cumulative  e-f-fect  o-f  these  apparently  i  ne-f +’ ec  tuai  e-f-forts  'was 
starting  to  take  its  toll.  Although  the  supporting  attacks  or 
both  -flanks  o-f  this  rria  i  n  e-f-fort  wiere  equally  disappointing,  the 
enemiy  situation  was  gradually  reaching  the  break  1  ng  pcnrt.  Eren-i.- 
casualties  wiere  steadily  rriounting  and  h'S  res '  s  t  anc  *  e*odirg. 
Support.ng  artillery,  mortar,  and  tank  destreyer  -^ir*  *oulc 
.■^st  -^labl"  c  ;  a  i  mi  primary  credit  -for  th  s  state  c-  s-^-a  rs. 

the  night  o-f  15-1*  September,  the  enemv  comimi‘  tter  sere  sit 
tT  'a  =  t  r,a  =  eryes  to  the  Monte  Al  tuzzo  sector. 

■"he  n-:-:::t  phase  c-^  the  battle  would  resu'  t  in  seizure  c-^'  the  r.a  n 
P.ifth  AriTiy  objective  and  pene  tr*  t  i  on  o-t  the  Gothic  _  ne  .  Cv  '  ~-c 
the  even  i  ■  n  o-f  15-1 -i  September,  the  1  st  and  Cnd  Eattal  ions.  S'fSr  c 


i.'.iere  hsrd~p''essed  to  repulse  -fiue  enerriy  coun  tere  t  tecKs 


I  p  -f  an  t  r  y  , 


The  assistant  S5th  Division  commander,  Brigadier  General  Lee  S. 
Gerow,  decided  that  the  ist  Battal  ion,  33Sth  Ir-fantry  would 
continue  the  main  e-f-fort  to  seize  Hill  926,  and  the  3rd  Battalion 
would  pass  through  the  1st  before  dawn  on  17  September  and  seize 
Knob  3  north  of  Monte  Altuzzo's  crest.  The  2d  Battal ion,  33Sth 
Infantry,  was  to  attack  up  highway  6524  to  protect  the  ’e+t  flank 
of  the  main  effort. 


( 


i^r  ■ 


effective 


on  the 
sup p or  t 


ef f or  t  . 


Souder  , 
ef -for  t  , 


mere  than 
Corrip  any 
a  former 


preparation  for  this  phase  of  the  battle  consisted  of 
coun terbat tery  fire  and  isolation  of  the  enemiy  forces 
objective  from  reinforcement  and  resupply.  Close  air 
and  air  interdiction  missions  a '■  so  c on t r  i  bu  t e d  to  the 
Company  C,  1st  Battalion,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
was  designated  by  Lt  Col  Jackson  to  rriake  the  principal 
followed  by  Captain  King's  Company  A.  Neither  unit  had 
two-thirds  of  its  normal  strength. 

C's  3rd  Platoon,  led  by  2nd  Lieutenant  Albert  J.  Krasman, 
platoon  sergeant  and  combat  veteran,  was  to  spearhead 


the  attack.  It  began  on  the  morning  of  16  Septerriber  by  pushing 
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n  ar  5.55  i  ng  tire  trom  Hmerican  supporting  wessons  -  artiiie-y, 
^snKs,  or  tank  destroyers  -  which  -feM  so  c"ose  to  the  adv^anc  ■  ng 
3d  Platoon  that  Lieutenant  Krasman  held  up  ^or  Tiore  than  an  hour 
to  auoia  a  repetition  O'f  the  previous  days  debacle.  By  this 
t  I  Tie  darkness  prevented  the  enemy  -from  seeing  the  advancing  men 
and  -frorri  placing  -fire  on  them.  Accordingly,  the  leading  men  o-t 
Company  C  advanced  to  the  main  Geririan  positions  on  Knob  2  without 
being  discovered.  Three  soldiers,  Pr-vate  First  Class  Car  1 
Schwantke,  Private  Al-fred  D.  Lightner,  and  Sta-f-f  Sergeant  Walter 
''1.  .  Strosn  i  der ,  seized  three  positions  on  Knob  2,  captured  eleven 

Germans,  Killed  several  more,  and  had  driven  the  rest  +rotTi  the 
■^LR.  It  was  now  0300,  17  September,  and  the  neyt  rise  on  the 
ridge  line  was  the  crest  o-f  Hill  92.^. 

The  strongest  resistance  to  the  3d  Platoon's  advance  to  the  crest 
o-t  Monte  Ai  tuzzo  was  the  heavy  underbrush,  which  made  progress 
di-f-ficult  and  slow.  A-tter  reaching  the  top  o-f  the  peak:,  word 
came  up  to  the  leading  men  to  withdraw  and  dig  in  on  the  southern 
slope  o-f  the  hill.  Although  the  source  o+  this  direct.ve  was 
uncertain,  it  was  subsequently  rati -tied  by  Lt  Col  Jackson,  who 
'■anted  the  southern  end  o-f  Hill  926  held  until  the  3d  Batta;  ion 
p-assed  through. 

While  Company  C,  rein-forced  by  two  squads  -from  Company  A,  had 
been  -advancing  to  occupy  the  crest  o-f  Monte  Ai  tuzzc  '  i-i  i  ’  1  92i"' , 
the  1st  Platoon  of  Corripan:y  A  had  moved  from  Hill  732  to  the 


mou  n  t  a  i  n  '  s  i/ie  s  t  e r  n  r  i  dge 


P  1  a  t  o  o  n  a  d .a  n  c  e  0  u  p  t  e  '  '-  i  e  a  t  e  n 


"  dge  to  within  fifty  yards  of  its  peak  and  dug  in  t-p  ‘■••i.a  t  .jnt 
dawn  before  proceeding  further. 


9 


f"iear.'Aih  i  :  *  ,  the  3d  Battalion,  333th  In-f  antr.y  ,  which  was  to  pass 
through  tha  1  st  Battaliori  be -fore  dawn,  was  not  in  a  position  to 
do  so.  In  tact,  i  t  had  wa  i  ted  at  Hi  11  792  untn  noti+'ied  o-t  the 
1st  Battalion's  success  be+ore  it  began  its  aduance  up  the  slopes 
o-f  Monte  A1  tuszo  at  0315.  By  daylight  on  the  17th  o-i^  September, 
the  3d  Battal  ion  was  strung  out  on  the  ma  n  'leaster  n  ■  ridge  1  ire 
subject  to  enemy  tire  -from  bypassed  German  elerrients. 

Although  the  German  detenders  ot  Monte  A1 tuzzo  were  told  to  held 
their  positions  at  all  costs,  the  situation  was  gett  n g  more 
hopeless  tor  them  by  the  hour.  Inexperienced,  ill  tra  red,  and 
deiTiOral  i  zed  replacements  in  woetul  ly  sma.i  ’  nijrtibers  we-e  all  that 
could  be  spared  tor  the  II  Giogo  Pass  area.  Hea'-'y  Amer  icari 
artillery  tire,  supported  by  All  ied  air  attacks,  iwas  continuing 
to  bu i 1 d  a  cumulatiue  casualty  toll  that  weakened  and  demoralized 
what  was  already  a  defeated  opponent. 

The  final  phase  ot  the  battle  ot  Monte  A1 tuzzo  consisted  ot 
seweral  German  counterattacks  and  the  subsequent  mop-up 
operations  after  the  seizure  ot  Hill  92c.  One  ot  the  reasons  the 
1st  Battalion's  final  approach  to  the  crest  ot  Hill  ’^26  seemed  so 
uneuenttul  was  the  tact  that,  under  the  cloak  ot  darkness,  it  had 
achieved  complete  surprise.  Tiyio  ziQzaq  trenches  t’anked  the  left 
and  right  sides  ot  the  crest  and  iwe'‘-e  connected  to  tiea.>  cun-'e-s 
behind  tbs  peak.  After  brie-i=  :  r  e  -lights  requ 'red  t  c  c  1  e  ar  Doth 
bu  n  k  e  r  s  ,  a  tot  a  1  of  twe  n  t  y-t  oj  r  Ge  rman  s  su  r  r  e  n  de  r-  e  d  .  U'h  e  n 
interrogated  they  advised  ot  an  impending  coun  tena  t  ^sc*--  .  and 
^;ne'r•  'eaders'  ■■escH’-'a  to  held  Monte  tuzzo  at  al  '  costs.  'I’he 
1st  Battalion  then  prepared  to  meet  the  expected  enamy  assau't. 
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oe  twe  e  n  t  h  e  two  r  i  dge  s.  Fi-fteen  to  twe  n  t  y  Ge  rrrian  s  were  picked 
o-f-f  during  the  day  attempting  to  withdraw  on  an  escape  route 
(path)  leading  north  towards  Giogo  Pass  (see  Map  3). 

Company  K  o-f  the  3d  Battalion  eventuaHy  reached  the  1st 
Battalion^s  position  on  the  crest  o-f  Hill  926  and  launched  an 
attack  north  toward  Knob  3  but,  because  o-f  sti-f-f  resistance  and 
‘ha  prospect  o-f  two  platoons  being  cut  o-ff,  it  withdrew.  The 
C-'Tianr  then  mounted  their  third  coun  te'-at  ta.ck  ,  i..i.in:c"‘  proued 

‘.■•eir  rtrongest  e  +  -*^ort  yet  to  recapture  Hill  '?26.  Intense 
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c  omba  t  d i s  t 1 
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Battal  won  now  took  the  -fight  to  the  routed  enemy,  secured 

Monte  >^ltuzzo. 


the 


last  remainirio 


part  o-f 


and  continued  its 


ad'-'ance  to  the  town  ot  Barco,  north  of  the  !1  G  i  ogo  Pass.  Monte 
A1 tuzzo  was  finally  captured  and  the  Gothic  ’  sne  breached  by  the 
morning  of  18  September.  Objectives  on  both  flanks  had  been 
seized  by  the  337th  and  339th  Infantry  Regiments,  and  the 
strongly  fortified  Futa  Pass  was  completely  outflanked.  The  Po 
Valley  was  now  within  the  Allies'  grasp. 


D .  Key  Events. 

It  Is  difficult  to  identify  those  turn'ng  points  ' n  f"*  batt’e 
for  Monte  Al tuzzo.  The  very  nature  of  the  battle  itself  makes  t 


to  re c oori  i  z e  the  sp e c  i  f  i  c  k e y 


n  r  •=.  ,  n  '  n  e 


battle.  The  battle  itself  wias  one  wihere  srrial  1  un'ts,  and  at 

t-ries  i  nd '  V  i  dual  s ,  fought  for  a  yard  of  terrain,  and  at  tirries, 
because  of  frequent  withdrawals,  were  forced  to  fight  for  the 
same  yard  two  and  even  three  times.  It  is  difficult  to  determine 
what  iwas  most  important  in  the  battle  for  Monte  Altuzzo.  Was  it 
the  courageous,  individual  fighting  of  the  soldiers  of  the  SSth 
0 !  V  i  s  i  on  ,  or  was  it  the  inadequacies  of  the  Germ.an  defenses  that 
f'nally  led  to  the  break  thorough  of  the  Gothic  line  at  Monte 
Altuzzo  by  the  33Sth  Infantry?  Whatever  the  reason,  the 

o  ’  '  oi/.i :  r  5  discussion  includes  events  that  inhibited  the  soccess 
of  the  33Sth  Infantry  In  achieving  victorv  in  Monte  t^ltuzzo  r.ore 
q  u ; c  k 1 y  than  ^  t  a  c  t  u  a  1 1 y  did. 

September  12th  was  the  date  wihen  the  first  setback  of  ti'e  S3Sth 
Infantry,  actual’/  the  S5th  Division,  occurred.  e  des  gn  c- 


the  attack,  was  for  the  ?lst  Olvisio:-  to  ini 


y  r.  ■  C  (-■.  O  -  1. 1 


attack  on  12  September.  In  fact,  while  the  34  th  Di'Vs.  ion  i-as  tc 


j 


a 


be  -fight'riQ  on  the  le-ft,  the  91st  Divisiori  was  to  attack  : the 
center  to  keep  pressure  throughout  the  batt'e  or  the  enen>-.  In 
turn,  the  85th  Division  was  to  take  ouer  the  attack  once  the  9i=t 
Division  was  east  o-f  Highway  6524  and,  e'-^en  tua :  ■  y .  tne  85  tr 
Division  was  to  take  over  and  seize  Monte  tuzzo  and  the  I’ 
Siogo  Pass.  Unfortunately,  because  of  the  confused  concept  of 
operat i on ,  and  the  i nabi 1 i ty  of  the  91st  Di v i s: on  ur  ts  to  read 
the  map  or  understand  the  terrrain,  the  battle  was  rot  successful 
on  12  oepetember.  Specifically,  the  363d  Infantry  of  the  91st 
Diuision,  was  supposed  to  attack  and  seize  Monte  A1 tuzzo  and 
capture  Monticelli.  With  respect  to  the  S5th  D i v . s i on  and 
eventually  the  338th  and  Monte  A1 tuzzo,  ’ t  was  to  be  Company  L  of 
the  363d  Infantry  Battal ion  that  was  supposed  to  ’ ead  the  attack 
ahead  of  the  85th  Division  in  zone.  In  essence.  Company  L  was  to 
attack  Monte  A1 tuzzo  along  Highway  6524  and  eventually  the  338th 
Infantry  of  the  S5th  Division  was  to  take  over  the  attack  from 
Company  l.  It  was  the  338th  Infantry  that  was  supposed  to  take 

over  the  attack  at  0630  to  continue  the  advance  along  the  line 
established  by  the  91st  Division.  The  key  aspect  of  this 
pa'-t  cular  battle  on  12  Septmeber  was  that  the  concept  of 
.  ope'- at  i  or.  was  so  confused.  Company  L,  363d  Infantry,  became  lost 
and  actually  never  was  able  tc  adequately  pos  t,on  !tse'+', 
c  onseouer  1 1  y  artillery  fire  could  not  be  ca’-ed  or  t^e  mourta  . 
3o,  any  kind  of  f're  support  that  would  have  prepared  the  33Sth 
Ir-^antrv  for  eventually  attack  and  taking  over  the  batt'e  from 
Company  L  was  thiMar  ted .  Throughout  the  day  of  12  September  and 
even  into  13  September  terrible  communications  and  inaccurate  or 
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•  • 

"  < 


con-fussd  reporting 


regarding  Company 


o-f  the 


363d  I  n  ^  an  t  "■  y  made 
ir  virtual;.'  impossible  -for  the  333th  to  cortinue  the  attack  as 
planned  in  the  original  concept  o-f  operation.  What  resulted  -frorri 
this  con -fusion  was  that  the  91st  Division's  attacK  on  12 
September  and  the  35th's  -fonow-up  attack  on  that  same  date  vja-s 


a  c  t  u  a  1 
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fact 
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same 
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bu  t , 

vje re  s t 

iM  unable  to  make 

s ' on  i  f 

■  c  an  t 

headway.  As  indicated  above,  the  attack  stalled  and  a  partial 
withdrawal  was  necessary.  The  S5th  Division's  attempt  to  take 
over  the  attack  east  o-f  Highway  6524  wa-s  unsuccess-f  u  ’  because  the 
'?lst  D  '  V  i  s  i  on  5  units  were  in  its  sector  and  their  actua.  1  1  oca  ton 

i.jas  undetermined.  Artillery  support  could  not  be  used  and  other 

o-f-fensive  actons  were  inhibited  because  units  o-f  the  9'.st 
Division  could  not  be  located.  Spec  i -f  i  cal  1  y ,  the  reasons  that 
the  338  th  In -fan  try  could  not  assume  the  mis-sion  -from  the  '91  st 
C  i  s ;  on  was  that  Company  L,  363d  Infantry  could  not  be  located, 
and  it  continued  to  give  confusing  and  inaccuate  reports  of  the 
battle  on  the  12th  and  13th  of  September.  The  f-na’  outcome 
this  battle  was  that  the  II  Corps  initial  attack  aganst  the 
Cc  th • c  Line  was  a  failure. 
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specific 
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u*  f  or  tunate  1  /  ,  no  definitive  boundaries  or  cortrol  meas-.ir^.c 
I,  Olid  that  would  stop  confusion  during  the  battle.  In  s.cdit  or, 
c cnmu n  i  c a t  I  on s  ,  p oor  r  e p or  t  i  n q ,  and  an  i  n ab  :  ’  i  t  y  t  o  a: -j '•  a  t  e  1  y 


determine  unit  locations  during  the  battle  spelled  ce'tan 

failure  -for  the  entire  mission.  The  most  important  thing  '■  r<  th  :  s 
battle  was  that  command  and  control  actually  compi'cated  tne 
operation  and  eventually  caused  it  to  -fail.  In  fact  if  the'"-6  is 
one  trend  in  the  entire  battle  for  Monte  Altjzzo,  and  the 

breakthrough  of  the  Gothic  Line,  it  was  that  commanders  d  d  not 
function  in  front  with  the  In  units  and  were  unable  to  see  the 
ba t t ’ e f i e 1 d ,  which  is  an  essential  element  for  any  offensive 
ope rat i on . 

The  reaction  of  the  enemy  to  the  first  event,  on  12  'rep  t  ember  , 
was  obviously  one  of  uncertainty  as  to  the  location  of  the  main 
effort.  Predictably,  the  enemy  opposed  the  attac  '<  ,  out  was 

really  not  in  a  posture  to  launch  a  counterattack.  They  ujere 

still  at  this  time  uncertain  that  the  main  effort  was  Monte 
Altuzzo.  In  fact  it  is  doubtful  that  they  understood  the 
confusion  that  they  were  facing  between  the  91st  Division  and  the 
S  5 1  h  D  i  V  i  s  i  o  n  . 

With  respect  to  the  corrimander  =.•'  reaction  to  this  key  event,  it 
was  clear  that  command  and  control  was  ineffective  at  best.  In 


fact,  all  other  actions  regarding  the  unit  were  positive.  The 
.strength  of  the  33Sth  Infantry  was  high,  the  mere ’a  ard 
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to  modify  actions  on  the  battlefield.  The  commander  was  not  up 


f  r  on  t 


and  the 


. !  u  n  '  o  r 


commanders  could  not  effectively  communicate 


i  t  h  t  h  e  i 


leaders,  which  spelled  doom  -for  the  attack  concept. 


As  one  studies  the  battle,  it  is  clear  that  down  at  the  unit 
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con-fusion  between  the  91st  and  85th  In-fantr,.  Di  u  ;  i  cns ,  the  -first 
Battalion  o-f  the  333th  was  not  able  to  commit  as  many  units  as 
tnev  would  have  1  iked  because  they  -felt  it  would  endanger  units 
o-f  the  363d  In-fan  try,  spec  i -f  i  cal  1  y  Company  L.  Lt  Col  Jackson,  o-f 
the  1st  Battalion,  338th  In-fantry  was  -forced  tc  slow  down  and 
euentually  withdraw  his  units  on  the  battle-field  because  he  had 
an  impossible  mission.  His  battalion  was  tasked  with  mou i ng 
through  a  unit  which  they  had  not  located  and  whose  success 
against  Monte  A1 tuszo  was  unknown. 

Resources  were  wasted  and  men's  lives  risked  because  o-f  the 
inability  o-f  the  commanders  to  properly  plan  the  operation. 
Platoon  leaders  had  to  proceed  with  caution  because  they  had  no 
■  dea  what  units  were  on  the  battle-f'eld  -  who  was  on  their  le-ft, 
iwho  was  on  their  right.  In  -fact,  throughout  rhe  car  on  13 
September,  the  Ist  Battalion  of  the  333  th  I  r. a  n  y  cou'd  o-ir 
comrrii  t  one  comipany  to  advance  tovjards  Monte  A-  tusio  because  they 
had  no  idea  vjhere  Company  L,  363d  Infantry  was  with  r  aspect  to 
the  attack.  At  best,  commanders  at  all  levels  ccu’d  only  Doast 
of  one  thing  -  that  they  had  found  the  enemy.  The  commanders  d'd 
anticipate  the  complications  and  confusion  that  transp  red  on 


n  o  t 


th?  rZth  and  13th  o-f  September  and  had  nc  back;jp  plan  to  control 
the  situation. 

The  second  turningi  point  in  the  battle  ■for  Monte  A1  turoo  occur’^ed 
after  the  confusion  of  the  12th  and  13th  was  rectified.  A  newi 
plan  was  undertaken.  The  91st  Division  was  to  attack  to  the  west 
of  Highway  3524  while  the  85th  Division  wias  to  attack  on  the 
right  flank  of  the  same  highway.  Two  regiments  of  the  SSth 
Di"ision  were  to  attack  abreast  with  the  33Sth  Infantry  to  maKe 
its  main  effort  against  Monte  Altuzzo.  The  3d  Regiment  of  the 
35th  Division  was  to  remain  in  reserve.  Basically  the  ? ' an  was 
simple.  It  called  for  one  battalion  of  the  regiment  to  conduct 
the  main  attack  against  Monte  Altuzzo.  This  turned  out  to  be  the 
1st  Battalion  under  Lt  Col  vTackson.  Company  A  of  the  1st 
Battalion  was  to  attack  on  the  western  part  of  the  Monte  Altuzzo 
Ridge,  while  Company  B  attacked  to  the  east.  Both  of  the 
companies  were  supposed  to  link  up  and  conduct  a  coordinated 
attack  against  the  miain  Monte  Altuzzo  Ridge,  thus  taking  the 
objective.  The  link-up  between  the  two  companies  never 
transpired.  In  actuality,  the  two  companies  kicked  o-^f  their 
attack  but  Comipany  B  got  disoriented  and  instead  of  attacking  anc 
’  inKing  up  with  Company  A  on  its  left,  Company  A  actual’/  tur--e.z 
out  to  be  on  its  right.  This  spelled  certain  trouble  o-  Corinan.' 
S  '  n  that  its  flank  'Mas  ei-iposed  and  it  -ost  a  tremierdcu-s  amount 
of  ;  ts  force.  In  fact.  Company  B  movea  ou  *  wiitho.t  ha'  ing 
conducted  a  proper  reconnaissance  of  the  terrain  ev'en  though  the;.- 
had  been  warned  of  the  probiemts  of  the  oreviou-s  da  -  n  -  e  r  d  ■ g 
ar d  understanding  the  terrain.  The  company  mission  of  Company  A 


c  1  e  ar- 


It  wsiS  to  guard  tne  right  -flank  o-f 
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and 

becamie  disoriented  on  the 
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concept  o-f  the  operation  -fell  through.  What  transpired  or  that 
da.:--  was  that  Company  B  instead  o-f  attacking  ijr,  the  ea-etern  s' ope 
o-f  the  Monte  A1  tuzzo  Ridge  towards  Hill  732,  actually  attacked  to 
the  west  o-f  the  ridge  and  was  subjected  to  -four  separate 

counterattacks  by  the  Ger-rrians.  This  deMastated  the  entire 
company,  thwiarted  the  attack  by  the  1st  Batta'  ion,  and  -for  the 
third  consecutive  da-y  p  r  e  e  n  t  e d  the  338 1  h  I  n  -f  an  t  r  y  -f  r  on  a c  h  i  e  v  ;  n  g 
the  objective  o-f  Monte  Altuszo. 

-The  entire  battle  was  called  the  Battle  -for  ^eabody  Ridge  natr-ed 
•for  Captain  Peabody  o-f  Company  B.  The  unit  -fought  hard  -fon  the 

little  gains  that  they  made.  Most  o-f  the  un  ;  t  was  ki’led, 

'•lounded  or  cap  tuned.  Although  Company  B,  333  th  In -fan  try  did  make 
sigri-ficant  head'way  during  the  -first  day,  it  was  subject  to 

considerable  counterattacks  by  the  enemy  and  e-'entua’ly  had  to 
w'thdraw,  giving  up  most  o-f  the  terrain  gainsd  dur  ng  the  course 
o‘  the  da./.  It  did  develop  the  situation  an.p  w.s5  ?  r  c 

t  r  i  m  a .  n  de-fensive  1  ine  o-f  the  ererriy,  out  the  c.csts  '.yene 
tremendous.  Instead  o-f  the  coord- rated  attack  that  Lt  Co’ 
Jacysor  h.ad  an  t  i  c  i  p-ated ,  two  separate  and  distinct  -attacks  on  i-wo 
di-f-^erent  pa"-ts  o-f  the  mountain  ccc-jrr*d.  Cons-r  cue  r  1 1  ,>■  ,  Comoar,/ 
S's  flank  was  continously  exposed  to  counterattacks  by  the  enem.y. 


:  5  corr;p5in>'  c-f  170  men  su-ffered  some  96  cs.  sual  t  '  es  24 
53  wounded  and  1?  captured  or  missing  :  r.  action^. 

The  Sattle  o-f  Peabody  Ridge  was  an  event  vjhich  t^jr-ned  out  to  be  a 
■failure  in  capturing  Monte  A1  tuzzo.  In  fact,  because  the  33Sth 
had  the  rria  i  n  effort  in  the  85th  Di  vis;  on's  attack,  't  marked  f'-e 
thin .3  consecutive  day  that  the  II  Corps  had  fai’ec  to  reach  the 
e-'-err-iy' -s  main  defensive  1  ine  -  the  Gothic  Lire.  In  terms  o-^ 
resul  ts,  al  though  the  1st  Batta’  on  was  able  tc  ce-'e’  op  t". e 
e'^ernty's  position,  at  least  one  cofTipany  o*  the  Is*  Eatta’  'cn 
became  combat  ineffective.  The  causes  again  inc'udec  'f-adecuate 
or  non-existent  commiun  i  ca  t  i  ons ,  terrible  command  and  cont'ol  ,  the 
inability  of  units  to  read  the  terrain  properly,  tne  inabi'ity  of 
cofTimander  s  to  use  maps  and  control  mieasu'es ,  ’  ack  of 

reconnaissance  and  a  whole  host  of  other  basic  tactical  rr.easures 
that  were  not  used  by  either  Company  A  or  Company  B. 

! r  terms  of  the  reaction  of  the  opposing  forces,  the  enemy  was 
able  to  take  advantage  of  a  major  fai’ure  on  the  part  of  the  1st 
Battalion.  In  fact,  they  predictably  attacked  again  and  again, 
on  four  separate  occasions,  the  flank  of  Company  B  and  inflicted 
heavy  casualties.  Their  counterattacks  were  able  to  p  r  a  9  n  t  the 
se.zure  of  Hill  926  on  Monte  Altuzzo. 

In  terms  of  commander's  reaction,  Co’  Jackson  -.ry  or  tu’-a  te '  >■ 
truste-d  that  rw  s  unit  corrimianders  had  ocrduc'.e-d  a  cocr -d  >  n  a  led 
assual  t  when  in  fact  they  hadn't.  Captain  Peabody  -bid  ro^t  read 
the  terrain  prope'‘ly  and  his  mi  i  stake  caused  his  comipany  tc  suf-^er 
significant  casualties.  A  lot  of  young  soldiers  lost  the*- 
lives,  were  killed  or  captured  during  the  debacle  on  the  th'rd 


diiy  0-1=  tne  S&ttle  -for  Monte  A1  tuzso.  The  men  fought  hard,  but 
the  reaction  o-'^  the  commanders  was  slow,  and  con  aecuen  t  ’  v  ,  the 
entire  concept  of  the  operation  failed.  The  enerriy  was  able  to 
dislodge  Company  B  from  the  gains  that  it  had  made  dur  ng  the 
course  of  the  day,  and  this  again  caused  the  1st  Battalion,  in 
■fact  the  whole  338th  Infantry,  to  regroup  and  reassess  the  wihcle 
Situaton  which  gave  the  enemy  another  day. 

The  third  turning  point  of  the  battle  occurred  on  the  15th  o-f 
September.  After  having  suffered  tremendous  causualties  on  the 
13th  and  14th,  Lt  Col  Jackson,  1st  Battal  ion  Commiander  was 
de  term 'red  to  miake  a  successful  attack  against  Monte  Altuzzo.  He 
had  convinced  the  regimental  commander.  Colonel  William  H. 
Mikkelsen,  that  the  1st  Battalion  could  take  the  objective.  He 
had  emphasized  that  he  still  had  Companies  A  and  C;  that  these 
two  companies  were  in  good  condition  and  that  he  was  prepared  to 
make  the  attack.  Again,  the  concept  of  the  operation  was 
ne’atively  simple.  Companies  A  and  C  of  the  1st  Battalion  would 
attack  abreast  to  seize  Monte  Altuzzo.  Once  Hill  ?'26  had  been 
taken,  the  3d  Battalion  of  the  regiment  was  to  pass  thro-jgh  the 
1st  Battal ion  and  continue  the  attack  to  the  north.  The  i st 
Battal ;cr  was  then  to  drop  into  reserve. 

■hhere  was  soiTie  operations  order  confusion.  The  two  commanders, 
Caotain  King,  the  Company  A  commander,  and  uieutenant  iiouder,  the 
Corripany  C  commander,  had  different  views  concerning  the  co-cept 
of  operation.  Captain  King  felt  that  the  attack  was  to  be  Dold, 
to  mo'-.'e  ^'orwiard  wi  th  v  i  gor  to  take  the  'ObJ  eo  t  >  -'e ,  wh  '  1  e 
Souder  got  the  irripress'.  on  that  they  w'ere  to  attack 


L i eu  tenan  t 


cautiously  up  the  hill.  This  caused  delay  in  the  operation  and 
the  speed  in  which  it  was  conducted.  In  any  euen;,  this  again 
spells  out  the  problem  with  command  and  control  and  the  inability 
o-f  the  commanders  to  et -tec  t  • ‘je  1  y  understand  wihat  was  required  in 
the  mission. 

What  transpired  as  the  battle  continued  in  the  -fight  -for  H ;  1  '  926 
was  representative  o-f  the  things  that  had  happened  in  the 


preceding 

days . 

Company- 

A 

was  attacking  on  the 

left,  wi 

Company  C 

was 

attack  i  ng 

on 

the  right.  They  made 

s  i  gn ' f  : 

advances 

dur i ng 

the  day 

and 

had  fTtade  up  for  a  1  ot  of 

’Gst  gr 

with  respect  to  the  turning  points  o-f  the  previous  o*/ s  .  A-ften 
Company  A  and  Company  C  attacked  abreast,  and  captu'-ed  Hill  7S2 , 
they  continued  the  attack  north  to  take  Knob  1.  At  this  time, 
Lieutenant  Gresham  o-f  Company  A  continued  to  attack  towards  Knob 
2,  while  Lieutenant  Corey  o-f  Company  C  was  to  guard  the  -flank  of 
Company  A  to  the  west.  Unf or tunate 1 y  the  third  turning  point  of 
the  Battle  of  Monte  A1 tuzzo  occurred.  Misplaced  friendly 
artillery  fire  inflicted  heavy  casualties  upon  Company-  C,  1st 
Battalion,  338th  Infantry,  which  literally  devastated  the  "■ 
morale.  They  were  unable  to  hold  their  -skirmish  lire  to  the  left 


C'-^  Company  A.  Company  C,  having  suffered  tremendous  casuat-es 
frorTi  the  friendly  shell  fire,  began  to  withdraw.  Their 


wi thdrawal 

i  n 

turn 

caused 

other  un  I 

o  n  r 

he  ’  1  n  e 

1 0  w  ■  t  ^  dr  au-i 

q  u  i  c  k  1  y  , 

and 

r esu 1  ted 

in  pan  i 

c .  Th i s  p 

an 

i  c  w  i 

th dr aw a' 

by  Comoar/ 

C  and  un 

'  t  s 

to  the  rear  of 

Company  C 

•suC 

tual  1 

c  a  u  s  e  d 

C  on  0  a  n  >■  A  . 

wh  i -ph  had  made  -significant  gains,  into  a  paniced  withdrawa'  i*.ihich 
rippled  throughout  the  front  1 : ne  and  caused  the  battalion  to 


gi’je  up  its  most  s  i  gn  i -f  i  c  an  t  gains  to  tnat  date.  The  resu'ts  :-.-e 
clear.  The  members  o-f  Company  C  and  others  in  the  units  o-f  the 

1st  Sattal  ion  were  demoral  ized  and,  -for  the  third  consecutive 
day,  units  o-f  the  338th  In-fantry  became  their  own  worst  enemy. 
Although  this  was  a  negative  event,  it  was  clear  that  at  this 
p'o  i  n  t  in  the  battle  the  338 1  h  was  making  s  i  gn  i  -f  i  c  an  t  ga  i  r  s  an  d 


headways 

i  n 

ter r a  i  n 

and  had 

begun  to  inflict 

h  e  a  V  y  c  a  s  ■  j  a  1  tie  s  c  n 

the  enerTi: 

>'  • 

The  unfortunately  misplaced  fire 

s  demon 

strated  what 

happens  i 

■jhen 

1  eadersh ip  is 

not  forward  an 
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rolling  the 

bat  tie. 

The 

r  esu  1  t 

WS.S  3l 

serious  setback 

wh  !  ch 

delayed  the 

break  thro' 

jgh 

of  the 

Goth i c 

Line.  I  t  h  e  r 

e  i  s  a 

le-ssc:'i  to  be 

’ earned 

i  n 

this  k  e  y 

e  e  n  t  ,  i 

it  is  that  wi  i  thou  t 

: eader 

ship  forward 

to  see  the  battle-field,  chaos  can  result  -from  a  single  incident, 
and  a  single  incident  in  one  unit  can  have  an  affect  on  units 
throughout  the  line.  When  the  second  platoon  of  Company  C  (which 
had  lost  no  people)  began  to  wi  thdrawi  from  the  front,  even  though 
they  had  not  seen  any  action,  it  caused  other  units  along  the 
•  I  ne  to  1  i  teral  1  y  force  a  wi  thdrawial  .  The  posi  t  ;  ve  1  eadersh  i  p 
which  had  been  shown  by  Lieutenant  'Bresham  of  Coiripany  A  was 
turned  around  because  of  lack  of  leadership  in  Compan-y  C. 

In  essence  the  fourth  attack  against  Monte  A1 tuzzc  on  the  15th  of 
September  brought  about  the  furthest  advance  against  Monte 
Altuzzo,  but  was  again  a  setback.  The  1st  Bette.':  on  had  -tounc 
the  enemy,  but  they  failed  to  knock  out  his  fortified  positions. 
The  ma.Jor  f. actor  iwas  the  friend’y  artillery  fires  i.'.in'Ch  ;ctec 

heavy  casualties  on  Company  C's  1st  platoon  arid  demoralized  tn.et 


unit  and  others . 


A?  9.  side  note,  it  was  clear  that  not  only  did  the  1st  Eatta-  ion, 
338th  Intantry  -fail  to  capture  the  crest  o-?  Monte  Alt'jzzc, 
other-  units  along  the  crest  be’ong'ng  to  the  85 th  T’ i i  s  ’  on  a 
•failed  in  their  attacks  against  the  de'fenses  a’org  the  r-est 
the  line. 

The  reaction  o-f  the  opposing  -forces  was  unclear.  The  e,n^^,y 


unaware  that  -friendly  artillery  -fire  had  stalled  and  cause 
withdr-awal  o-f  the  Ist  Battalion.  Eor  the  -f-rst  t  i  Tie  the  en 
started  to  sustain  heayy  casualties  and  they  gave  gr-cund.  "I" 
did  not  conduct  a  counterattack  even  in  the  -face  o-f 
withdrawal  the  1st  Battalion.  This  s  s ;  gn  i -f  ^c  an  t  in  that 

deT'onstrate-d  the  -first  crack  in  the  ar-Tior  o-f  the  enerriy. 
addition,  it  was  clear  a-fter  the  15th  o-f  September  thet  the  en 
was  beginning  to  -feel  the  brunt  o-f  the  battle  and  was  unable 
shi-ft  its  -forces  against  the  main  e-f-fort  attacking  Monte  A1  tub 

In  essence,  even  though  this  day  was  a  setback  -for  the 
Battal  ion,  j  t  was  the  beginning  o-f  the  end  -for  the  e'-'emy 
would  soon  spell  success  -for  the  33Sth  In-fan  try.  On  Sep  tern 
16th,  the  338th  In-fan  try  was  able  to  attack  to  the  crest  o*  Mo 


tuzzo  and 
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Jackson.  In  fact,  it  'uas  on  the  l-Sth  and  17th  of  Sect  ember-  l 


t^•i. ^  the  actual  capture  o-f  Morte  A1  tuzsc  occurred.  This-  was 

significant,  but  far  mor  e  s  i  gn  i  f  i  c  an  t  t  h  an  t  h  '  s  e  v  e  r  t  .-.'as  wh  a  t 

transp:red  after  the  initial  captu."-e  of  the  crest  of  Monte 

Altuzzo.  By  the  end  of  the  day  on  the  17th  of  September,  the  1st 
Battalion,  33Sth  Infantry,  was  on  its  objectiue.  They  had 
captured  the  crest  of  Monte  Altuzzo.  The  3d  Batta- i or ,  as  part 
of  the  concept  of  operations,  was  deployed  behind  the  1st 
Battal  ion,  but  was  still  subject  to  enemy  fire  from  those  Se-Tian 
■jnrts  'Aih  i  ch  had  been  bypassed  at  the  top  of  the  A1  tuzzo  Bowl  in 


the 

lAie  s  t 

and  a  1 

SO 
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east  al 

ong  Mon 
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penetration  of  the  Gothic  Line. 

The  enemy  reaction  was  clear.  By  the  end  of  the  17th  of 
September,  Lt  Col  Jackson  reported  to  the  regimental  corr-mander 
that  the  enemy  was  withdrawing  and  that  his  troops  had  gone 


succe 

ssfully  again 

3.t 

the 

resistance  and 

were 

occupy!  riQ  -the 

German 

pos  i  t 

ions. 

The 

sat  i  sf ac  t i on 

o-f 

success  was 

to 

give  way  to 

G  e  r  m  a  n 

c  ou  n  t 

e rat  tacks  wh i 

ch 

oc 

cur red  late  o 
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•Th  i  S 

once 

again  s  p  e 1 1 s 

th 

e  k  e 

y  aspect  in  the 

bat  t 

le  -^or  Monte  Al 

tuzzo. 

At  t 

his  point,  i 

t 

rT'USt 

be  recognized 

t  h  a  t 

the  1st  e  a  t  t  ay  ' 

C'  T'  ^  a 

ou gh  t  game  1  y  to  ac h  i  e u e  p os  i  t  i  on  s  on  the  crest  of  Mon  t e  A  :  t u z z o  , 
but  tney  were  then  confronted  by  the  enemy.  German  buni-eri.  i/.iere 
0*1  ac  i  ng  effective  fire  on  not  only  Companies  A  and  C  of  the  1st 
Battal  ion  but  also  the  3d  Battal  ion,  which  iwas  arrayed  behind  ■‘■•e 
1st  Bat  tal  i  on '' s  positions.  In  fact,  if  anything  characterizes 
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.ro. 


tTiS  breiiK  throijgh  at  Mont  a  Altuzso,  it  is  tha  val  iant  anc3 
couragous-  way  that  individual  so’dia.'s-  or  tne  ist  Sattai  i  on 
c’aarad  the  bunkers  on  the  crest  o-f  Monte  A1  tuzzo  and  withstood 


counterattacks 

as  they 

d  i  d 

so . 

In  -fact. 

It  was  members  o-f 

Company  A  an.d 

C ,  i  n 

c  lean 

i  ng 

bunkers  to 

the  iwest  and  eastern 

'ridge  o-f  Monte 

A1 tuzzo 

that 

■f  ou 

nd  out  that 

c  o  u  n  t  e  r  a  1 1  a.  c  k  ■=•  w  o  u  1  d 

be  f  or  t  h c  om  i  n  g  by  6e  rman  uni  t  s  .  Th  e  >■  t  ou n  d  ou  t  i  n  t  oriTi  a  t  i  on 
concerning  the  counterattacks  -frorri  interrogating  Germans  who  had 
surrendered  as  soldiers  o-f  the  1st  Battalion  cleared  bunkers. 

The  -first  counterattacks  were  made  south  ot  Knob  3  on  Hil^  926. 
Not  only  were  Germans  counter-attacking  -friendly  -f’anks,  out  the 
1st  Battal  ion  units,  particularly  those  o-f  Comcany  C,  were 
receiving  e-f -f  ec  t  ;  ve  enemy  -fire  in  the  rear  -from  German  unit-s 
bypassed  during  the  seizure  o-f  Monte  A1  tuzzo.  In  any  event,  the 
-first  counterattack  by  the  enemy  was  thwarted  by  Coiripany  C  and  it 
was  subsequent  to  this  counterattack  that  indi  vidua'  scvdiers 
begin  to  courageously  clear  the  trenches  and  zig-zag  bunkers  o-f 
t»-:e  enemy.  In  -fact,  as  one  reads  the  battle  the  NCQ's  and  tne 
individual  soldiers  took  a  large  part  o-f  clearing  enemy  bunkers 
or.  the  western  peak  o-f  Monte  A’ tuzzo.  By  tne  middle  c-f  the 


Ti  o  r*  r*  I 
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September  the 

•firs 
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dd  I  t  i  on  to  individual  i  n  i  t  i  a t  i  v e  on  the  o  ar  t  o-f  so ’  d  :  e r  s  o-f 
■St  Battal.  on,  it  'A>as  -c’ear  that  tha  mortar  and  art‘'’ery 
o-f  the  33Sth  In-f.antry  were  also  e-f -f  ec  t  :  ve  aga  ■  st  t'e 
.  As  p.art  o-f  the  concept  o-f  the  operation  the  3d  Battal  ion. 


’■B-  ■a- 


■  -V"-  -^- 


the 


■array5.cj  beh  i  r-d  the  1st  Batts!  ion,  was  supposeo  to  pass  through 
the  1st  Battal  ion  and  continue  the  attack  past  ^26  and  on  to 

Knob  3.  Un-tor  tunate  1  ;>•■ ,  the  3d  Battalion,  under  the  ’corrin-iard  ot 
Major  Kelley,  was  uery  slow  in  kicking  o-f-f  its  attack.  In  tact, 
they  were  being  pinned  down  on  the  -flanks  by  German  machine  gun 
¥;re  and  it  was  only  a-fter  the  prodding  o-f  General  Gerow  -arid 
Colonel  Mi kk el  sen  that  the  3d  Battal  ion  began  to  make  any 
mouement  at  all  towards  Knob  3.  By  this  time.  Comp  an  es  h  and  C 
o-f  the  1st  Battalion  had  already  put  down  a  second  aggressive 
counterattack  and  had  begun  to  clear  more  trenches  and  take 
s  '  on ' -t-  :  c  an  t  e  n emiy  p  r  i  son e n s  . 

A-ften  Major  Kelley  had  determined  that  the  enerriy  was  withdrawing 
:  n  the  339  th  I  n  -f  an  t  r  y  s  sect  or  on  their  r  i  gh  t  -f  ’  an  k  ,  he  dec:  de  d 
to  move.  He  directed  mortar  -fire  against  the  enerriy  as  urwts.  ■from 
the  3d  Battalion  moved  against  Knob  3.  Company  K  of  the  3d 
Battalion  was  subjected  to  a  rather  severe  counterattack  and  was 
forced  to  w i t  h  dr  aw  soon  after  initiating  its  kickoff  against  Knob 
3.  UJith  the  assistance  of  Coiripanies  A  and  C  of  the  ist 
Battalion,  and  some  fairly  accurate  fire  support  from  mortars  and 
artillery,  the  33Sth  Infantry  was  able  to  fight  back  this  -final 
cojh  tera':  tack  by  German  forces.  In  actuality  it  w:as  tha 
artillei-y,  fTiortars,  and  s.mal  1  arms  fires  -^'roiTi  the  1st  5a.ttal:on 
that  caused  the  Germans  to  aband'On  thajr-  th  r 'd  and  i  r  a' 
c oun  t era  t  tack . 

3:>'  the  ISth  o-f  September,  the  3d  Batta’  ■  on  was  do:  sad  •for  a 
fTiop-up  operation  because  the  enem.y  had  either  :w  i  ttor  awn  ,  oeen 
killed,  or  captured  by  units  of  the  ist  Battalion.  If  any  a-.'an-: 


tir 


could  be  said  to  be  a  turning  point  it  would  be  the  ind; vidua! 
de  term  i  na  t  ’  on  o-t  the  soldier  o-f  the  1st  Battalion  that  turned  the 
battle.  It  must  also  be  stated  that  the  lack:  of  d  i  sc  '  p  ’  i  ne  and 
training  of  the  German  soldiers,  and  the  nature  and  the  quicKness 
of  the  enemy  to  surrender,  eventually  made  the  brea^c  tr- cuch  cf 
Monte  A1 tuzzo  possible. 

During  the  course  of  the  battle  commiand  and  control  was  terrible 
and  the  commanders  did  not  function  where  they  could  see  the 
battlefield.  A  combination  of  the  inadequacies  of  the  enemy  and 
the,  de term i nat i on  of  individual  soldiers  of  the  Is*  Eat*al ion 
enabled  the  breakthrough  of  the  6oth:c  Lne  to  be  realized.  It 
took  five  days  to  take  Monte  A1  tuzzo  and  the  333th  Infa.ptr:.- 
suffered  a  total  290  casualties  with  252  of  those  casualties  in 
the  1st  Battalion.  It  can  be  said  without  hesitation  that  the 
33Sth  Infantry,  primarily  the  1st  Battalion,  was  responsible  for 
the  success  of  the  II  Corps  in  breaking  through  the  Gothic  Line. 


secured  b>  the  91st  D i u i s : or  on  IS  September.  Tnese  ect;cns 
enao'ed  !!  Corps  to  turn  the  break-through  into  an  exp' o  ‘at  son 
and  bypass  the  strongly  forti-fied  Futa  Pass. '3 

The  principle  reason  tor  the  successtul  achievement  ot  the 
objective  was  supporting  tires;  artillery,  tanks,  tank 
destroyers,  chemical  mortars  and  tactical  air  torce  support. 

The  S5th  Division  had  eleven  artillery  battalions  anc  a  chenical 
battalion  <4,2''  mortar)  in  support.  Four  artM'er--  batta’  ;  or  s 
and  the  chemical  ba. ttal  ion  were  under  division  control  and  the 
remaining  seven  artillery  battalions  were  under  I!  Cor os 
Art' 'lery  control .  The  artillery  and  mortar  t ■ red  almost 
continually,'^  with  the  goals  o-f  neutralizing  the  de-^ens've 
positions  and  harassing  and  interdicting  supply  ard 
r  e  i  n-f  orcemen  t  .  The  -fires  against  the  positions  were  very 

e-f-fective  as  shown  by  the  large  number  o-f  enemiy  dead  -found  or  the 
upper  slopes  of  Monte  Altuzzo.  According  to  the  II  Corps  Peport 
o-f  Operations,  fires  directed  against  supply  ard  re  i  r-^o- cemen  t 
-A*  ere  also  effectives 


^UJs  stated  that  their  forward  units  had  been  wthout  food 
and  water  for  several  days,  that  the  ■  r  ammun i t : on  was 
running  low  due  to  our  disr-uption  of  their  sue  pi  y  ’i.-es  and 
comiTiun  ;  c  t  i  on-s  by  artillery  and  a-n.  The  captured 
Paratroopers  displayed  the  -  n  custorrrary  arrogance  despite 
these  hardships,  but  Ra!-=  of  other  uni*-;  e--,' i  deiced  -••■ery  '■O'-i 
mc-ale,  especially  men  -from  those  f  c"  ma  t :  on  s  wn  .  ch  had  bee- 
dec  iTiated  by  artillery  and  a ' attack-i  on  tna  n  wia--  to 

1  i  n  e  .  I  5 


""^he  752nd  Tank  Division  (Mediumi  and  the  ’?C5th  'tank  Ce  at- 

Patta’  :  or  (Self-Propelled)  were  attached  to  the  S5Lr  D  ■ ;  3,-' , 
"^hese  units  were  used  to  attack  pillboxes,  targets  of  oooortun  ty 


arc: 


provide  long  r  Ar  ge  h  ar  r  ass i n  g 


'  r-  a 


i  r.  add  i  *  i  or  t  :■  i:  e 


art;  lie',-'  ard  mortars.  Tankers  claimed  to  have  k'lock’eo  o;.  t  sever, 
dunv^rs  a  lore  on  17  September,  but  that  is  probably  e rfagge" ated . 

■iPS  inurilupit  Tia'/p  ■tr.at 
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15 

Se  p  t  erribe  r 

the 
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SAAF  Wing 

were  again  able 
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support  the  battle.  The  338th  In-fan  try  had  been  told  that  close 
3'r  support  would  be  available  on  15  September  -from  1130  to  1330 


sts, 

but  only  ' i 

i  .m ;  ted 

e  r  i  a  ' 

'  '  oed  .  ■"he 

239^-' 

■b.C  -S.f 
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areas 

and  -from  1430  to  1830. 

■^he  338  th  In-fan  try  submitted  mission  rec 
sf-a-fir.  g  and  the  dropping  o-^  fouf'  bombs  mater  '  a  m  ced  , 

-'■'irg  ard  "i^th  8Ai«iP  i^Jing  did  bomb  enemy  m  i 
north  o-f  tne  pass  on  16  September.'"  The  a  i  ^  suop  o'-t  w.-as  r, p  t 
"  e •=  p c r  =.  ■  s  to  the  gr ou n d  c omman de r  ,  bu  t  oo e r  a  ■:  ■  g  '  r. de ? e '  de '  t ' 
'■■primarily  in  an  interdiction  role),  contributed  s :  gn  -'car-:’.-  to 

th  ?  e v e r  t u a ''  ach  i  e'-'en-ien  t  o-t  the  obj  eo  t  i  vi?  . 

■^ne  Germans  lost  the  batt’e  as  much  as  the  U.S.  -v'cr  r-e  oj't'r. 
'"he  ’  ack  o-f  artillery  and  air  supoor  t  ,  lack  c-t 


o-f  ar  t  i  1  1  ery 


and  ai 


su-f  t  '  c  '■  en  t 


reier'/e-s  ,  and  the  use  o-f  i  ne-f  f  ec  t  i  ve  grenades  a’'  s  i  gn  i -t  i  c  an  t  ’  y 
a-ff  acted  the  outcome  or  the  battle.  These  de-fic^enc  es,  :  " 
add i t i on  to  the  inabi 1  i ty  to  resupply  ^ a  1  ready  discussed)  made  : t 
extremely  di-f-ficult  for  the  Germans  to  conduct  an  ef  f  ec  t  ■  •■'e 

V  / 

defense,  even  though  the  terrain  greatly  favored  the  defense. 

The  artillery  defense  of  the  Gothic  Line  was  shown  by 
photographs  to  consist  of  many  aug-in  emip  1  acemen  ts ,  we  i  ' 
scattered  and  in  small  groups,  behind  the  defensive  ridge... 
Several  steel -beamed  and  reinforced  concrete  emo '  acemien ts  ■  n 
more  forward  areas ... .were  later  identified  as  containing 
field  pieces  or  AT  weapons.  Such  positions  :were  active 
until  adjustment  of  240mm  resulted  in  one  or-  more  direct 
hits.  The  many  camouflaged  dugouts  made  it  dif-!=:cult  to 
determine  which  ones  contained  guns. 

In  addition  to  prepared  positions  for  artillery  pieces, 
there  were  alternate  positions,  notably  for  heavy  caliber, 
which  were  not  dug  in.  At  such  positions,  there  were 
elaborate  protective  dugouts  for  personnel  which  :n  some 
instances  were  cut  into  solid  rock. 

There  was  no  period  when  the  enemy  artillery  disposition  was 
stable....  Photograph i c  locations  of  occupied  positions 
were  given  to  Air  OPs  for  precision  adjustment  of 
coun terbat tery  fire.  The  procedure  of  shooting  from 

vertical  photographs  again  proved  extremely  effective. 
Results  observed  were  excellent  (hits  in  pits,  fires,  and 
explosives)  and  this  seerried  to  discourage  the  ennemy  ■■  s 
digging  of  new  positions.  Since  in  the  ma^ior  ty  c* 
instances  adjusted  coordinates  failed  to  disclose  new 
positions  to  photographic  interpreters,  it  became 
increasingly  evident  that  the  enerriy  was  relying  upon 

frequent  movement  into  positions  c  ■  aver  l  >•  camouflaged  under- 
heavy  foliage  rather  than  upon,  mere  stabii'zed,  due-'* 
positions.  In  these  tactics  the  enemy  was  favored  by  bee:’.> 
cut  ravines  and  high  hills  with  steep  reverse  scopes. 
Detection  of  positions  in  such  terrain  an  t  i  1  1  er-v  cubs 
generally  not  productive  since  it  was  ne-ce-ssary  fo:-  ■'o 

f  1  y  at  a  very  high  altitude.'® 

With  one  outstanding  exception  -  tte  failure  of  the  er.eT->-  to 
emp  1  oy  1  on g  r  an ge  ar  t  i  1  1  e  r  y  f  or  c  ou  r,  t  e  r  b  a  1 1  e  r  y  fire  -  the 
tactics  and  dispostion  of  the  enemy  arti'iery  behind  t' i s 

line  showed  no  change  from  that  wh  ;  o'"  nad  been  observed  in 

the  past.  Even  though  our  Ceps  Arty  po-sit.Dns  iwe'"? 
confined  to  the  narrow  roads  leadinq  north  to  the  SI  EWE 
RI'^/iER  WALLEY  (7791  to  9CS7)  ,  in  wh^ich  the  di  vle-ona' 


elements  were  scattered,  the  coun  terbs.  t  ter  y  -  "  e  'ece^ved 
was  negligible  -  th‘S  despite  the  -fact  that  the  enemy  could 
see  the  smoke  o-f  many  o-f  our  i.-.:eapons  •t'^om  h  i  =.  OFs  or  the 
nigh  ground.  The  enemy  had  -  as  possible  ccun ter  oat tery 
weapons  -  one  ZlCrrirri  gun,  possib'y  4  210mm  hoi,-' ;  t2e''S ,  at 
least  7  170mm  guns,  and  a  battery  o-f  105mm  guns.  These  Wei's 
used  most  -frequently  on  -front  line  elements  and  -forwa-d  -cad 
nets.  Harassing  o-f  mouement  in  the  rear  areas  was  carried 
out  sporadically  and  with  srrial  1  number  o-^^  round-a.  The 
surprising  and  unprecedented  lack  o-f  counterbattery  -fire  on 
our  guns  cannot  be  attributed  to  a  shortage  o-f  amn-iu  n  i  t  .  on  , 
and  certainly  not  to  poor  visibility.  Interrogation  c-f  a  PW 
-forward  observer  o-f  a  170mm  battery  -  producec  a  i  'kel/ 
explanation  o-f  the  enemy's  -firing  tac  -:  ^cs.  PV;  stated  that 
it  was  useless  -for  them  to  -fire  against  the  vast’y  superior 
number  o-f  All  led  artillery  pieces  since  sucn  -fi-e  always 
drew  very  heavy  retaliatory  -fire  at  a  t  i  rrie  iwher,  the  3errrians 
could  not  a-f-ford  to  lose  any  artillery  and  neutralization  or 
destruction  o-f  Allied  artillery  secured  no  appreciable 
e-f-fect.  Under  such  conditions,  the  PW  stated,  rriore  damage 
c  ou  1  d  be  don e  by  directing  ar  t  i  1  1  e r  y  -f  ;  r  e  into  the  rrior  e 
-forward  lines  and  i  nstal  1  at  i  ons . "  '  ^ 


Prom  11  September  until  22  September,  the  35  th  D ;  •••  s  i  or  r-e^cirted 
less  than  f  our-hundred--f  i -f  ty  rounds  per  day  ever  -fired  at  them. 
•The  lack  o-f  e-f-fect  ive  artillery  -fire  allowed  the  338th  Ir-fantry 
to  move  up  the  open  ridge  lines  over  several  days  and  nights 
without  being  attrited  by  indirect  -fire.  I -f  the  Germans  had  been 
able  to  place  e-f-fect  ive  indirect  -fire  on  the  attacking  units,  the 
attack  may  have  been  slowed  or  even  stopped  due  to  unacceptable 
casual  ties. 

"'he  Germians  also  lacked  aircra-ft  to  provide  close  air  support  and 
to  fly  interdiction  missions  against  U.3.  supply  5,.- o 
re  i  nf  orcerrien  ts  .  Dur  -  ng  the  month  of  September  1 ’’^4  ,  •r'-.?  71  it 
Anti-aircraft  Ar  t  i  1  1  e r  y  Br  i  gade  ,  wh  i  c h  was  su p p c-r- 1  i  n g  II  Cor  p  s  , 
fired  no  AAA  engagements.  General  Kesse’r  ng  stated  that  the 
lack  of  air  support  u.as  a  prime  reason  for  the  Inab.  ’  :  tv  to 


defend  the  Gothic 


L  i  ne  .  2  0 


■^he  3®rfTt«r;s  had  -fow  replacements  and  re  serges .  The  e  +  'fects  o-f 
the  U.3.  artiller/  were  besng  -fe’t.  The  defenders  we’'®  be  :  ne¬ 
at  tri  ted.  Small  units.  were  be  ■  ng  committed  D'ecenee-  as 

replacements  became  auailable.  The  quality  of  tne  the 
replacements  wias  a  problem.  A  Lithuanian  Labor  Satta’  ion  was 
c cmmi  i  1 1  e d  .  Th e y  had  little  mo t  i  v a t  i  or  t o  f  •  gh  an  c  ?  a-d  ’  y 
surrendered.  The  German  rep  1  acemien te.  iwere  poorly  t-iinad  and 
rTiary  had  neyer  euen  fined  a  round  of  bal  1  ammuni  -t  or  .  A-a  the 
replacements  came  forward  many  were  '■•'il’ed  or  wiourded  by  : J .  S . 
harassing  fires.  Thus,  those  trat  arriyed  already  were 
demcra 1 i zed. 

The  piecemeal  cemmi  i  t  tmien  t  of  the  reseryas  would  •.  r  j  .tia.l’y  appear 
to  be  a.  ''iol  ation  of  the  principle  of  i.'-iar  of  rr^ass.  T'^ie  many 
small  local  Germian  counterattacks  were  unsuccessfu'  due  to 

insufficient  -soldiers  in  the  attack.  But  when  the  qua’  i  ty  of  the 

replacements  is  considered,  along  with  the  firepower  of  the  U.S., 
the  Ger-mians  probably  could  not  haue  succes-sf  u  ’  1  y  massed  to 

coun  te' at  tack  and  r-again  lost  terra:  n. 

A  p'obl  em-  at  the  tactical  leye'  was  the  German  ;  c- c-.ss  '  or 

grenacia,  Seyeral  of  the  individual  engagemien  t  s  betwiee"  -siTia’ ' 
-units  and  mien  were  resolved  '  n  -^a.  .--or-  of  -;ha  U .  3 .  r’:^c  to  the 
r  e  f  e  c  t  I  y  e  c  c  r  c  u  s  s  i  c  n  grenade.  In  s  a  ■  -  e  a '  n  ;  ■;  < *  a  ?  .  ■  e  ’  ’ 

p  :  aced  gr-erades  did  not  even  wiourid  i  nd  -  v  ■  dua  i  s  c’ose  by. 
y  ■  t  ’  e r-  W'a  s  miak  i  n g  the  strategic  de c  i  s  i  on -e  i  n  t  "•  e  t  e  a  t  a  . 
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called  -for  the  employment  o-f  delaying  tactics  was  a  crucial 
mi  stake. '*2  2  Thus  the  Germans  acted  w  tnir;  the  ''•:ten+  ot  ‘he 
commander,  howieuer,  the  i  n  ten  t/m  i  ss  i  on  was  incorrect  -for  the 
situation  and  resulted  in  -failure. 

■"he  mission  o-f  the  'J .  S .  commander  wa-s  achieved  but  net  as 
n  tended.  Lt  .  General  Mark  Clark,  corritriander  o-^  ri-^th  f^rmy , 
i-’-'anted  to  rapidly  breach  the  Gothic  Line  ana  exploit  into  the  Po 
Valley.  His  intent,  however,  was  not  p  r  cip  e  r  i  y  c  cm,  v  e  ye  d  in  the  II 
■Corps  and  35th  Division  orders.  General  Clark  visited  the  1st 
and  2d  Battalion  commanders  o-f  the  338th  Infantry  on  12  Septembe’' 
and  stated  "you  had  better  get  on  your-  hiking  shoes.  I  ■■'m  going 
to  throwi  you  a  long  forward  pa-ss  into  the  Po  Val’ey,  and  I  want 
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i  Ti  5. 1  1  Seneral  Cl -ark  became  impatient  with  II  Corps'  failure  to 

seize  the  pass  and  dir'-ected  that  the  S5th  C '  v  ;  s !  on  ccr.nit  the 
337th  Infantry  to  envelope  the  pass  by  se'zing  Monte  ^^rtone. 
Major  General  Geoffrey  Keys,  II  Corps  commander,  did  order  the 
attack,  but  kept  the  main  attack  up  Highway  6524.2*  Th  s  was 
not  the  emphasis  of  the  338th  Infantry  nowe’-'er.  Du"  :  ng  the 
entire  battle  the  emphasis  was  on  Monte  A1 tuzzo  and  not  on  the 
highway.  Thus,  as  one  goes  down  the  chain  ot  :c-T,Tia.rd,  one  finds 
repeatedly  that  subordinates  did  not  follow  the  higher 

commander's  intent. 

Little  is  known  of  the  evacuation  and  treatment  of  Ger.Tiar 
casualties,  but  it  can  be  assumed  that  they  were  effectively 
e'-'acuated  as  only  dead  were  found  as  the  Americans  advanced.  ""he 


orocedures  used  by  the  Americans  are  known.  In  general,  each 
infantry  platoon  had  an  aid  man  to  provide  immediate  treatment. 
The  second  level  of  treatment  was  provided  at  the  battalion  aid 
station.  During  the  battle,  ambulatory  wounded  evacuated 

tnemselves  to  the  aid  station.  Soldiers  unable  to  accompl i sh 

this  were  treated  in  place  and  awaited  ’ 'tter  bearers  to  be  sent 


from  the  aid  station.  In  several  instances,  wounded  soldiers 
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withdrew,  he  ran  all  the  way  to  the  company  area  and  then 


CO’  1  apsed 


.  SIGNIFICANCE  OF  THE  ACTION; 

• 

A.  Immediate  S  i  on  i -f  i  cance  !  The  success-ful  attack  o-f  the 
lit  Satta^ion,  338th  In-fantry  Regiment,  in  seizing  the  heights  o* 
Monte  A:  tuzzo  proved  to  be  the  undoing  o-t  the  n-iuch  vaunted  Gothic 
Line.  The  1st  Battalion's  success  allowed  the  '•egiment  tc  secure 
its  objective  on  Monte  A1 tuzzo  and  along  Highway  6524.  As  German 
+orces  began  their  withdrawal,  the  regiment  to  the  right  ^ the 
339thl'  and  the  le-ft  <  the  363fd,  9!st  Division)  we“-e  in  tu^n 
success-ful.  By  the  close  o-f  17  September  the  S5th  Division-' s 
success-  brought  about  a  general  collapse  o-f  enemy  resistance  a’’ 
along  its  -front,  leaving  the  85th  Division  in  possession  o-f  the 
high  ground  along  the  great  divide  between  the  Sieve  and  Santerno 
Valley.  This  -front  extended  nearly  -four  miles  from  Monte  A1  tuzzo 
to  beyond  Monte  Prat one. 


It  refTiained  for  the  91st  Division  to  secure  Monte  Mortice’!;  on 

finish  clearing  Highway  6524.  This  action,  a’ ong 
•Sion's  success, gave  II  Corps  control  of  a  seven 
stretch  of  the  Gothic  Line  on  either  side  of  I’  Giogc  Pats. 
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:ed  the  Germans  to  extricate  wnat  they  cou’d  o-^ 


defeated  and  broken  forces  by  withdrawing  them  rort-i*  of  tne 
Santerno  River, 


Withdrawing  German  forces  were  vigorously  pui'sued  by  il  Corp-s, 


•^J^ich  swept  north  into  the  Santerno  Ualley.  This  e.dv  a.*fce  rende"  ed 
the  ne  i  n  Germ-iin  de-fenses  e.t  the  Puts.  ?e.S5  unten-ab’e  e.rd  coTipleted 
the  underm  i  nd  i  ng  o-f  the  entire  Gothic  Line. 

B.  Long  Term;  Although  the  success  o-f  II  Corps  in 
breaching  the  Gothic  Line  at  Monte  A1  tuzzo  set  the  stage  -for  the 
subsequent  advance  into  the  Po  Ualley  by  5th  US  Army  and  the  rest 
ct  I5th  Army  Group  <8th  British  Army);  both  All i ed  Arm-es  were  by 
then  exhausted.  The  enemy,  terrain,  and  worsening  w  nte^-  weather 
had  depleted  manpower  and  resources.  By  mid-January  1945  the 
Allied  drive  had  halted  tor  the  winter,  having  made  on ’ y  si  ight 
inroads  into  the  strategically  important  communications  zone  or 
the  Po  Valley. 

•C .  Lessons  Learned; 

1.  Events  with  major  tactical  or  strategic  consequence  otter 
depend  on  the  actions  ot  very  tew  men.  The  attac'-;'  on  Monte 
A1 tuzzo  was  executed  by  one  intan  try  battal  ion  utilizing  two 
companies  in  the  assault  with  a  torce  never  number i no  more  than 
^350  rrien  at  any  one  time.  This  torce  conducted  the  principal 
attach  tor  the  262,000  mian  5th  US  Army.  Its  success  resj'ted  trom 
individual  ,  squad,  and  platoon  actions  which  were  otter  conducted 
In  corriplete  contusion  and  pressed  home  only  due  to  the  courageous 
and  determined  action  ot  individuals  and  small  unit  leaders.  Such 
was  the  case  when  three  mien  trom  the  1st  Squad.  3rd  Platoon, 
Company  C,  Ist  Battalion,  338  Intan  try  seized  Knob  2  thus 


allowing  tha  3rd  Platoon  to  reach  the  ■summ.'t  c-f  hi';!  925.  'hhese 


three  men  Sergeant  Strosn  i  der  and  Pr  i  m  a  t  e  «•  Sc  huian  the  and  Lcihta", 
worked  their  way  up  to  Knob  2  and  surer  i  sed  the  de+'enders.  Usi-iQ 
hand  grenades,  ri-fle  -fire,  and  by  call  ing  -for  the  Se'-mars  tc 
surrender,  these  three  soldiers  seised  the  three  Dreparec 
positions  on  knob  2.  They  killed  and  woundec  severa’  3e-rrians, 
captured  11,  and  droue  the  rest  o-f  the  de  +  ende's  trem  the  rria-ri 
i  ;  ne  o-f  resistance.  This  three  man  action  was  typica’  o-f  the 
c'ose  -fighting  throughout  the  assault  on  Monte  Altuzzo.  The 
ultimate  success  o-f  the  ten  Division  strong  5th  Army  was  built  on 
■Ti  a  r.  >■  such  actions. 


2.  Conducting  a  passage  o-f  1  ines  when  in  contact  should  be 
avoided  i -f  at  all  possible.  The  II  Corps  plan  which  called  for 
the  S5th  Division  to  pass  through  the  91st  Division  at  D50C  on 
the  morning  o-f  13  Septemiber  resulted  in  considerable  con-fusion, 
and  prevented  the  85th  Division  -from  conducting  a  cocrd’nated 
attack  or,  the  German  main  line  o-f  resistance.  Co’  Mic'eelsen, 
commander  o-f  the  33Sth  In-fantry  Regiment,  and  his  batta!  ion 
commander  were  unable  to  ascertain  the  location  or  status  of 
uompa.ny  L,  363d  I  .nf  an  try,  91  st  Division  pr  j-r  to  and  ev-ieri  durinc 


t e  i  initial  a 1 1 ac k  on  Monte  A 1  t u z s o .  Th  ■  s 


acK  c-^  knew,  e dee 


concerning  Company  L  caused  confusion  u^hion  hampa'-d  -^r  ard'y 
fire  support  and  prevented  Col  Micieke'sen  and  Ltc  Jackson,  1st 
Battalion  Comimiander  ,  from  making  sense  of  the  s  :  a  t  i  o'"' .  "^h  i  s 
confus'on,  which  cost  the  333th  Infantry  *  day  to  ^esolve,  cou’d 
have  been  avoided.  If  the  35th  Division  had  been  allowied  to  oass 


';r!rou9!'i  ths  91st  Division  bs'fore  heavy  contact  was  rriade  with  the 
enemy,  much  better  control  over  the  initial  stages  ot  the  attach 
wou 1 d  nave  been  po%s i bl e . 

3.  Adequate  ground  reconnaissance  is  critical.  Uihen  the  Comn-aride"- 
of  the  33S  Infantry  Regiment  issued  his  attack  order  to  his 
battalion  commanders,  the  officers  of  the  regiment  had  Known  for 
se'-eral  days  that  they  could  be  conducting  the  d  i :  s  i  on  '  s  main 
attack  against  Monte  A1  tuzoo.  They  had  conducted  a  thorough  rr.ap 
study  of  the  area  but  none  had  seen  the  ground  despite  the  -f^act 
that  the  division  had  been  in  reserve.  Both  Ltc  Ja.ckson  of  the 
1st  Sattal  ion  and  Ltc  Cole  of  the  2rid  Battal  ion  went  forward  in 
the  late  afternoon  of  12  September  to  reconnoiter  and  select 
assembly  areas.  The  lateness  of  their  start  combined  with  the 
confusion  in  the  status  of  the  3rd  Battalion,  3S3  Infantry,  91th 
Division  resulted  in  both  selecting  assembly  areas  for  their 
units  without  having  had  an  opportunity  to  determine  the’r  'ines 
of  departure  for  the  0600  attack  the  next  morning.  Also  they 
departed  without  selecting  routes  forwiard,  without  knowing  the 
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disjointed  attack  of  the  regiment  the  next  mo-n  ng  Ade-vS.te 
prior  reconnaissance  would  have  avoided  many  of  these  pr-ot’^ms 
and  wou ’ d  have  greatly  s'mpl if 'ed  the  already  oompl .cated 
maneuver  of  passing  one  unit  through  5.  O  t  n  T’  ‘A1  1  $  in  C  C' "  t  K  c 


with  the  enemy 


Indirect  -fire  is  y e r y 
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and  preyanting  anamy  r a  i  n-f or ceman ts  and  rasupply.  Muc'"'  o-f  tha 
artillery  -firing  in  support  o-f  the  assault  on  Monte  A1  tuzzo  was 
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Vl««  of  Kount  Altuas*  ond  111  Ologa  Fass  tafcan  from  toetaaan  Kount 
Uontleelll  and  Hill  1029  looking  In  an  easterly  direotlon 
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